The NDA Manifesto 2004

1.0 President’sForeword

In a democracy every General Election becomes a time of
decision and a time of choice. The election in 2004 will face
the citizens of Malawi with choices that are as sharp as
those made in the 1994 General Election. The election will
enable us, citizens of this country, to decide whether we and
our children wish to continue living under a United
Democratic Front (UDF) rule and, therefore, in the pervasive
atmosphere of mismanagement, gross incompetence, and
irresponsibility. The ugly consequences of such an
environment are now there for everyone to see. When the
UDF leadership and its cronies peddle their boast — "Zinthu
Zasintha (Things Have Changed)", they are quite right;
things have indeed changed — for worse! The public

interest is now subadinated to private, personal advantage;, many companies have
closed; our industrial capaaty has dwinded; food inseaurity is widespread; unemployment
isnow at a hideous level; prices of basic goods are skyrocketing; corruption and fraud are
rampant; the eonamy is in a de crisis; many Maawians now live in a seaof poverty
while the leadership of the UDF and its cronies have anassed wedth; and citi zens of this
courtry do nd fed safeto sleg o live in their homes or to walk onthe streds. Thisis how
“things have changed”, and in many other ways.

Maawi is now a @urtry in which religious leaders are harassed and daces of
worship are dtacked or destroyed; a aulture of intolerance is nurtured and fostered; thugs
are used to silence those in the oppdasition; the entrenchment of institutional pluralism in
Maawi is threaened by the UDF leadership’s campaign of buying oppasition members
with a view to wegkening the oppasition; the gplicaion d the rule of law is sledive;
immorality is on the rise; traditional values and nams are disintegrating; the nation's sense
of community is fradured; the basic human rights and freedoms are ather alowed or
disallowed onthe whims of those in power, and are routinely violated; violence perpetrated
by individuals within the ruling party is acceted as norm; educaion and redth services are
amost in complete ruin; pubic services are run davn, and productivity is very low. Who
among us are prepared to continue living under such a government?

The dedion in 2004 will acword us, the dtizens of this courtry, an oppatunity to
dedde on whether we ae prepared to have a dange for the better. This manifesto shows
why Malawi under a National Democratic Alliance (NDA)-led government will change for
the better. We in NDA are committed to ensure that a just and democratic society is
entrenched in this courtry — a society that is predicated upon the fundamental spiritual and
ethicd values nurtured and sustained by the teatings of God. We strongly believe that the
pradice of God s will asaway of life and the dfirmation d spiritual values by individuals
and by society as a whole will provide the bastion against corruption, greed and moral
decy.

| am a strong believer that pdliticd leaders that professto be democrats shoud be
willi ng to subjed themselves to pubic scrutiny, withou acaising critics of disloyalty or
subversion. During the past ten yeas, the UDF leadership has demonstrably been eager to



exped blind loyalty from Malawians even when it is wrong and hes displayed a propensity
for disrespeding differences of views. An NDA government shall not only resped, bu also
use, differences of views to corred mistakes that often arise from human shortcomings.
President Muluzi clamsto be ademocrat who suppats pdlitica pluralism. Thisistotally at
variance with his deals. He has, for example, repeaedly issied warnings at puldic rallies
that he will suppat only thase that suppat him and the UDF. The consequentia effed of
such warnings is the increasing number of citi zens of this courtry, knovn o percaved to be
unsuppative of those in pover, who have been margindized duing the Muluzi
administration. Any democrat would find this to be not only unjust but also
courterproductive. This manifesto shows how things in Malawi, under an NDA
government, will change for the better.

Much of this manifesto deds with the vital social services that affed the personal
lives and heppinessof us al, the welfare of our families and the future of our children. The
starting point is our belief that Malawians must equip themselves to take darge of their
own destiny and shodd na be made to be dependent on hendous. | grieve to see
Maawians, orce a proud, hardworking nation that was able to export food grains to
neighbouing courtries, now being condtioned to be dependent on food handous. The
NDA'’s plans are amed at rekinding in individual Malawians a alture of hard work and a
self-reliant spirit, bah of which have now wilted. The NDA’s intentionis not to perpetuate
the indignity of having to queue up for handous but to restore the dignity of eat and every
Malawian to be self-reliant.

| find it painful to witnessthe hideous increase in the number of Maawians that are
now unemployed. This geds volumes for the bad development pdlicies that have been
implemented duing the past ten yeas, and for the ladk of vision that has caused the UDF
government to grope a&ou confusedly in the dark during the period. As this manifesto
shows, what is central among the NDA'’s objedives is the desire to promote e@namic
development that meds the needs of al the people and nd just a few; to crede
oppatunities for all inhabitants in order for them to participate in national development by
ensuring equitable distribution d resources, to fadlitate the eadicaion d poverty,
inequality and deprivation; to buld high standards of care for all who reed treament for
illness good groundng in education, gensionsin retirement, and fair chances to get on; to
improve socia well being; and to empower citizens of this courtry to perticipate in
dedsions that affed them. These ae some of the goals Vision 2020was designed to attain,
and yet the Muluzi administration hes negleded the neeal to implement the Vision.

The NDA accepts the fad that the aiteria for distributive justice shoud be erolved
not by the consideration d charity but by its positive influence on improving the quality of
life of the mgjority of the dtizens of Maawi. However, athough the moral and econamic
imperatives of equity and dstributive justice ae widely reaognised, the number of
Maawians living under condtions of abjed poverty has increased considerably under UDF
rule. And yet since 1994the UDF government has been harping on powerty aleviation asits
centra goal. Poverty is now seen everywhere — in individua persons, families,
communiti es, vill ages, towns and cities. The situationis sckening and unkeaable.

At individual level, desperation is written al over the faces of individua personrs.
One' s dignity islost when oreis plunged into a destitute situation d having no foodfor the
day or, at best, just one med a day. There ae now Maawians who canna feeal their
families. Indeal there ae Maawians who are unable to own chickens, goats or let alone



cdtle, all of which are symbadls of wedth in vill ages. There ae Maawians who nov have
recmurse to sewndhand clothes instead of new ones because of powerty. There ae
Maawians who naov end upliving in shadks becaise they are too poa to buy building
materials for the cnstruction d decent houses.

At community level, there ae now many househdlds that are unable to accessclean
water, groceries maize mills, schods, and hedth centres within easy read while their own
leaders demonstrate their changed circumstances, from a state of poverty they were in
before becoming pdliti cians to a state of riches, through conspicuous displays of wedth. At
national level, employment oppatunities are scarce, accessto quality education and hedth
faaliti es is limited, and prices of basic commodities and farm inpus have skyrocketed and
continue to do so, thus compelling Malawians to live miserable lives. Malawians deserve
better. Under NDA rule, they can be better. The UDF government has run ou of ideas. Now
is the oppatune time for Maawians to replace it with a caing, people-oriented NDA
government.

The UDF government has failed to remgnise that poverty is a multidimensional
phenomenon, which can be tadkled orly through a multi-pronged approad, encompassing
programmes in al sedors. As is evident from this manifesto, an expresson d this
multidimensionality shall be measures designed to readivate eonamic growth and to give
the poa access to a variety of services and fadliti es, including affordable agricultural
inpus, adequate income to med basic neals such as food and decent shelter, high quality
educaion and hedth fadliti es, paable water suppy, and aff ordable transport.

Strategies of the NDA government, designed to reduce powerty, shall take into
acount the spatia distribution d powverty in Maawi, and this sal necesstate poverty
programmes to be tail ored to, and targeted at, particular vulnerable popuation groups and
geographicd areas. There is no denying that targeted powerty programmes are less costly
than the universal ones and are likely to be more wst-effedive becaise of their sharper
focus on groups and geographicd aress.

This manifesto shows that central among the objedives of an NDA government will
be the nead to improve the quality of education, hredth and aher socia services; to ensure
that such quality services are accssble to all Maawians; and to expand the eonamy in
order for it to absorb job-seekers. The manifesto further shows that the expansion d the
eoonamy will be adieved by promoting rural industridisation aimed at reducing
dependence on the finite land as a source of rural popuaceés income, restoring maao-
eoonamic stability, and puting in pace incentives that shall revive and sustain the
manufaduring sedor and consequently sustain creaion d jobs.

| strongly subscribe to the fad that our success as a nation in this endeavour will
depend onthe quantity and richness of human intellecual resources as expressed through
national cgpability in various developmental spheres, and onouw willi ngnessand cgpaaty to
harness all classes and sedors of society to aciieve excdlence in meding nationa
development objedives. | do kelieve that the quality and richness of human intellecdual
resources come from developing the patential of our people through quality education.
Quality educdion is what the UDF government has failed to provide to ou children. This
manifesto shows that quality educdion is what an NDA government will provide to ou
children. The UDF government has fail ed to recognise the centrality of quality educaionin
all spheres of econamic development.



Given that creaion d employment oppatunities is achieved through the expansion o
the eonamy, the role of quality educdion is sif-evident. The expansion d the eonamy
canna be aeaed and maintained in the é&sence of rich and adequate human intellecdual
resources. True, as the eomnamy expands, our exports and imports will neel to be kept in
balance Like any other resporsible government, the NDA government will be ready to ad
onimports in order to safeguard growth of locd industries. However, industries will haveto
be mmpetitive; herein resides the role of quality educaion. The seminal importance of
quality educaion in efforts to maintain a wmpetitive ealge is amply demonstrated by
nationsin developed courtries.

The UDF government has failed to redise that, in order to stay aheal o their
competitors in the global market in this gientific and techndogicd age, the well -devel oped
nations are intensifying and accéerating their eff orts to compete in the production of goods
and services that are better and chegper because of the scientific and techndogicd
knowledge invested in them. The NDA is well aware of this fad. The NDA is aso aware
that, in arder to creade and maintain a competitive alge in the global competition, the
developed nations are @nstantly re-examining their educaiona systems in regard to their
cgpadties to produce the requisite quality scientific and tedhndogicd skill's; develop an
adequate infrastructure and intellecual resource cagability to handle techndogy adaptation,
innowetion and transfer; and creae an environment providing necessary motivation for the
retention and continued high quelity performance of the developed intelledua resource
cgpability.

An NDA government will, as this manifesto shows, improve the quality of education,
re-examine the aelucaiona system in Malawi with resped to its capadty to produce the
requisite scientific and techndogicd skill s, and encourage and suppat university coll eges
to be innowative and to patent their findings. Generation d tedindogy by the private sedor
and injedion d modern techndogy into locd adivities will be promoted in order for the
locd indwstries to become competitive. At the same time we, in the NDA, shall put
emphasis on the rule of law and human rights becaise we remgnise the primacy of the
underpins of democracy and good governance in efforts to sustain socio-ecnamic
development. Reaognition d this fad is underpinned by our pledge recorded in this
manifesto that an NDA government will review and reped all constitutional amendments
effeded under the UDF leadership with the am of benefiting thase in power; strengthen
constitutional legitimacy and democratic systems based on the principle of separation o
exealtive, legidative and judiciary powers; proted and defend the rights and dgnity of all
the people; and guarantee @jual justicefor all.

This manifesto shows that an NDA government will seeto it that the legitimate
aspirations of Maawians become the guiding post in rational pdliticd and econamic
endeavours. It is within the personal power of every man and woman with a vote to
guarantee the emergence of a strong and prosperous Malawi whose dtizens will enjoy the
fruits of their labou in peace ad in freedom. This canna be redised if your vote causes
Malawi to have more of the mismanagement, the grossincompetence, and the cmnsequential
fallures and Hunders that will be coming our way if the UDF isleft in charge. Perhapsit is
pertinent here to remind ouselves abou the adurances the UDF standard-beaer has
repeaedly made & various puldic fora.

The UDF presidentia candidate, Dr. Bingu wa Mutharika, has gated pubicly that, if
eleded into power, he will continue with the padlicies of the present leadership — policies



that have plunged us into the éyssof destitution we now find ouselves in. President Bakili
Muluzu hes indeed made it abundantly clea at the last UDF Conwention that, in his
cgpadty as national chairman of the UDF, he will seeto it that the murtry continues to be
steaed ona path he has mapped ou. | do nd believe that citizens of this courtry can afford
to vae the UDF badk into paver and continue to be subjeded to the failed UDF padlicies
Bingu wa Mutharika has pledged to continue, nor is any Maawian prepared to have more
of the mismanagement, the grossincompetence and the ansequential failures and Hunders
that, as gated abowve, will continue to come our way if the UDF isleft in charge.

The dedion this yea will afford us, the dtizens of this courtry, an oppatunity to
dedde onwhether we ae prepared to have a tange for the better; to have ax econamy that
grows through the provision d jobs, food, howing, quality educaion and quality hedth
services; to have apeacéul and seaure environment in which all people ae aleto live and
work withou fea; and to transform Malawi as rapidly as possble into a united, norradal,
non-sexist, nonregionalist, nontribalist and democratic courtry based onthe principles of
human rights, acmurtability, good governance and transparency.

The NDA is the answer to the legitimate aspirations of all Malawians. Maawi does
deserve better. The country deserves to have afresh and virile leadership with pgans on hav
she can be best put on a path to a sustained equitable socio-ecnamic development under an
environment of peace seaurity and entrenched democracy and good governance The NDA
has such a leadership and dans. The NDA is realy, pased to swing its plans into instant
operation, and impatient to apply its plans that will end the dhaos and sterility that is the
hallmark of the UDF rule. Here is NDA's Manifesto, restlesswith pasitive remedies for the
problems the UDF government has criminally negleded.

Here is our pledge: the first six mornths of the NDA government will signa the
beginning of a vigorous campaign against corruption and fraud, po\erty, food inseaurity,
low standards of education and hedth services, the debt burden, low productivity in the
pubic seaor, and many other manifestations of mismanagement, irresporsibility and gross
incompetence that have been the hallmark of the Muluzi administration. The plans we
intend to employ in order to achieve our goals are summarised in this manifesto. | ask now
for your confidence so that we can trand ate the manifesto into adion.

Rt. Hon. B. J. Mpinganjira, MP
PRESIDENT
NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC ALL IANCE (NDA)



2.0 AGRICULTURE AND FOOD SECURITY
Adequate Food For All Malawians Throughout The Year

2.1 Current Situation

The UDF government has failed to sustain increased per cgpita food poduction and to
adhieve food seaurity. Under the UDF government Malawians have experienced in 2002a
famine that was Malawi’s worst ever in living memory. It was worse than that caused by the
drought of 199192. It was worse even than the 1949 famine. Maawians, orce aproud,
hardworking nation that was able to export food grains to neighbouing courtries, were
shown haggard and sickly worldwide in papers and ontelevisions, either queuing up o
waiting for food randous. Many Malawians tried to avoid starvation by eaing maize husks,
wild roats or fruits, banana roats, and bush rice (edible grassseal) but to noavail. Several
thousands died.

The UDF government tried to shift blameto donas. The atempt of the UDF to shrink
from their resporsibility merely underscored the depth of their incompetence and much
more. It was an eloquent testimony of their lak of appredation d the trust the dtizens of
Malawi reposed in the leadership of the UDF to guaranteetheir food seaurity. Widespread
food shortages are continuing. Citizens of Malawi did na eled donas, bu the UDF, into
power. The buck, therefore, was and will continue to be squarely in the UDF government’s,
and nd in the donas, corner. The UDF have failed. The NDA is ready to renew the faith
of Maawiansin the adility of their government to proted them against poverty and hurger.

The mgjority of Maawians live in the rura aress. Had the earning power of the rural
popuation keen enhanced, the impad of the famine would have been minimal. Had the
UDF government given adequate suppat to the most vulnerable when they pushed through
the commercialisation d the agricultural sedor, the impaad of the famine would have been
minimal. Had more than 160 000tonnes of Malawi’s drategic grain reserve not been sold
off in its entirety, the impad of the famine on the 3.2 million Malawians that were
threaened with starvation would have been minimal. Becaise Maawi was dependent on
food imports, Malawians were & the mercy of unscrupuous private traders that were
alowed to profiteer by buying maize cheagly and harding it until prices rose before



reselling it at obscenely inflated prices to redise exorbitant profits. Had the UDF
government prevented private traders from profiteaing on the bad of the destitute, the
impaa of the famine would have been minimal.
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The farming communities in Maawi are reding after ten years of increasing poverty. Their
cgoadty to incresse food poduwction hes been adversely affeded by the removal of
subsidies on agricultural inpus in an environment of escdating fertili ser prices. In the midst
of the food crisis and worsening poverty, the UDF leadership continues to dsplay its ladk of
concern ower the suffering of many Malawians, and tries to misrepresent or distort not only
the adievements made by the previous government but also its own achievements. The
NDA believes that faith in pditics can be nurtured and promoted if pdliticians do nd
misrepresent or distort their record of achievements and that of past administrations. The
NDA intendsto promote thisfaith by being candid and horest abou the last 40 yeas.

Shoud there be anything tangible that was dore by the UDF during their 10-yea tenure of
office, the NDA shall not change it. It is where they got things wrong that the NDA will



make necessry changes. The NDA believes that progress and relevance mme from
building on pest strengths and grappling with past weeknesses. The NDA will, therefore,
build on the successes adhieved duing the post-colonial era and shall benefit from the
mistakes of the past. Let us ssewhat the UDF government has achieved during the past 10
yedas.

2.1.1 From 1994the UDF government:

* has hitherto failed na only to benefit from past failures and short-term
successs but also to flesh ou an agricultural development policy worth
mentioning here;

* produwcead in 1995what was referred to as Agricultural and Livestock
Development Strategy and Action Plan (ALDSAP) that achieved nahing
but arepetition d alitany of past mistakes;

» failed to reaognize that:

» the dfedive gplicaion d production tedndogies, either
generated locdly or imported and adapted to locd condtions, is a
prerequisite for sustainable increased agricultural development;

»  farmers are businesgersons and that they, like dl businesgersons,
are realy to invest in the procurement and applicaion o
production techndogies to produce more when they know that the
marginal returns are greder than the marginal costs;

»  what Maawians want are not handous but the dignity to be self-
reliant in meding the basic needs of their families.

Maawi has been the focus of world attention for reasons most Malawians are not proud d
— gread-induwced food shortages whose negative impad was accentuated by worsening
poverty. Malawi deserves better. Malawians need to make a toice — a doice between
continued retrogresson undr UDF or progress and prosperity. If the latter, then suppat
and vae NDA into power.

2.2 TheNDA's priorities
The NDA reaognises the pivotal role played by agriculture in Malawi’ s econamy and social
welfare. The NDA knows the root causes of the fail ures of past and present administrations
to guarantee on a sustainable basis, adequate food for all Maawians throughou the yea.
The NDA government will t ake into acourt:

. the dichatomous nature of the ayriculture sedor; that is, the fad that there ae:
high and low potential agricultural aress,
cgoital and labour intensive farmers,
large and small-scde farmers,
crop and livestock production systems,
cash and food crops, and
med and dairy enterprises; and

. the production pdential and reeds of smalholder farmers in the mntext of a
li berali sed econamy and a shrinking land resource



The NDA'’s priorities in this context will be predicaed uponthe nedl to:

strengthen howsehold food seaurity,

increase and sustain the production and/or the purchasing power of rural/or
urban poa,

promote better conservation d Malawi’s fragile natural resource base,

suppat and foster generation d those techndogies that are dfedive in
achieving the multi ple national objedives of:

agricultural growth,

balance of payments contribution,

employment,

income distribution, and

conservation d the productive potential of land.

2.2.1 Increasing and sustaining expanded agricultural production: The NDA

believes that withou the use of husbandry pradices that are in harmony with
nature, sustainable ayricultural production canna be adieved. The NDA will,
among other things:

resuscitate, nurture, promote and maintain a self-reliant, hardworking spirit,
which in the past was the hallmark of Malawians, nowv sadly ebbed under
the UDF rule;

seek out speaality markets for such crops as off-season fruits, vegetables
and cut flowers, and dversify Malawi’ s agricultural production;

marry the fruits of frontier reseach in the aeas of biotechndogy, genetic
engineaing and informatics with the needs and perception d the ultimate
users;

promote:

> the ontinued applicaion d plant genetics and plysiology to the
development and release of high-yielding and dsease resistant crop
varieties adapted to various dresscondtions;

» reseach aimed at establi shing maximum eanamic potentials through
the interadions of inpus;

> reseach amed at developing simple methods for processng
phosphate rocks for use & phosphate fertili ser;

» organic agriculture — the integration of arable and pastoral land use
in amanner that harnesses natural emlogicd cycles;

» use of improved farming pradices and efficient utili sation d inpus
such as fertili sers, improved crop varieties and water resources;

» reseach amed at establishing the dfedive post-harvest treament of
agricultural  commodities, espedally in relation to climatic
conditions, and the processng and storage of roats, tubers and fruits;

» development of sustainable indwstrial posshilities for agricultura
commoditiesin arder to open up rew domestic markets for Maawian
farm products, generate off-farm jobs, and ensure some prosperity in
the rural communiti es;

ensure that the ratio of prices for crops to prices for such inpus as
improved seal and fertili ser provide profits to the farmers;



» design and establish spedal credit fadlities with affordable @ndtions
aimed at asssting smallholder farmers;

* mournt campaigns to encourage private sedor involvement in powerty
aleviation adivities at the grasgoats level in recognition d the fad that an
eonamicdly viable society provides markets for their products;

= provide mutual guarantees as incentives to banks to develop links with
small-scde farmers’ asociations that pod their coll ateral;

= explore the posshility of officialy titling unregistered land and bul dings to
increase the suppy of coll ateral for small-scde farmers;

= ensure that rura women are adive participants in, and bkeneficiaries of,
agricultural and rural development adivities, and reducetheir workloads;

= improve the mndtion d rura feeder roads and establish seasonal storage
or colledion pants within the farmers’ easy read in arder to encourage
them to produce marketable surplus;

= strengthen rura institutions such as farmers associations, cooperatives and
women’s groups;

The NDA further believes that as long as il remains a medium for plant growth, its
continued productivity determines sustainable ayricultural production. The NDA subscribes
to the observation that whereas fertile soil s are nat always productive, productive soils are
always fertile and that high, profitable aop yields are impossble withou good soil fertility.
Reagnition d this fad caused the mlonia government to invest in the establishment of
well-manned, and well -equipped, soil testing laboratories in order to ensure that:

. caegories of indices of soil fertility based on well-cdibrated soil tests were

establi shed,
. the farmers’ use of fertili sers was efficient and econamicd.

Under the UDF rule, the soil-testing laboratories are now no longer as functiona as they
used to be. The budget for the procurement of chemicds, laboratory equipment and
scientific journals has been reduced drasticdly. In the laboratories, there is now a paucity of
soil scientists trained to PhD degreelevel. As an agricultural courtry, Maawi canna aff ord
such asituation to oltain. With the NDA, Malawi will do better. The NDA will:

. ensure that her asset, the soil, is not mined with resped to itsfertilit y;

. give priority to the exeaution d reseach amed at improving fertiliser use
efficiency, espedaly in the context of cropping systems and integrated nutrient
management.

. eliminate the periodic food crises that affed Malawi by promoting and
sustaining increased agricultural production.

2.3 Food Seaurity. The NDA accets that food seaurity means ensuring that al
members of a society have accesto sufficient staple foods throughou the yea to enable
them lead hedthy working lives and to participate in the development of the society in
which they live. It reaognises the word accessin this context to mean:
. nat only having avail able suppy of food bu also
. the adility of afamily to aaquire, through either adequate distribution d food o
purchasing power, sufficient foodto med its needs.
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The NDA ascribes to the recognition d food seaurity as a basic human right that extends to
the right to safe food and information abou the content of foodeden, and that it is a part of
livelihoodseaurity at individual, househald, community, and retional levels. The NDA aso
recognises that food seaurity, environmental seaurity, and socia seaurity are inextricably
linked and that they are vita for liveihood and for sustainable socio-ecnamic
development. The NDA strongly believes that in any efforts that are geaed towards
ensuring the maintenance of food seaurity, the national goal is not dependence on food
imports but attainment of national self-sufficiency in damestic food poduwction and
maintenance of well-managed strategic grain reserve a abuffer stock for difficult periods.

2.3.1 Household Food Seaurity. Househad food seaurity is generally defined as
the adility of househalds to produce, puchase, or aqquire through pulblic or private
transfer an adequate anourt of food to med biologicd requirements (dietary neels)
and food peferences a al times for an adive and hedthy life. During the UDF rule,
houwsehold food inseaurity has continued to be prevalent widely among many
Malawians, particularly the smallholders with less than ore hedare of land, casual
(ganyu) labourers, women-headed howsehalds, and low-income urban dwellers.
Owing to the high prices of agricultural inpus, many of thase with less than ore
hedare of land are unable to use the inpus for their crop production and, as a
consequence, oltain very low crop yields. The ganyu labouers and low-income
urban dwellers are unable to accessfood kecause of high prices and most househaolds
are aonsequently food inseaure. Limited off-farm employment oppatunities and low
levels of remuneration contribute to howsehald food inseaurity. Losses of food grains
in storage dso contribute to howsehold inseaurity. To the NDA, thisis unacceptable.

2.3.2 National Food Seaurity

The NDA reaognises that the d@tainment of self-sufficiency in food poduction dces
not guarantee food seaurity at the househald level, bu that household food seaurity
does guarantee national food seaurity. The latter may be taken to mean the physicd
and econamic accaesto sufficient, safe, and nutritious food ty all people to med their
dietary neals and food peferences at al times for an adive and hedthy life. A
courtry that is able to produce, seaure and maintain adequate levels of food supdy to
med demand throughou the yea, through locd production d the food and food
imports, is sid to have dtained national food seaurity. The NDA recognises the
foll owing as the key condtions for national seaure food systems:

* reliable national cgpadty to produce and store food, which Malawi,
under the UDF rule, has fail ed to maintain;

e equity in accessto food and to productive resources for al the people in
the society as determined by entitlement; that is, the aility to buy,
exchange, or aqquire food and gain accessto, a control of, productive
resources, agoal which the UDF government has fail ed to attain;

» sufficiency in food quantity or ability to cope with insufficiency; recently
famine is amanifestation d the UDF government’ s abysmal fail ure;

* nutritional seaurity at the household level; that is, adequate protein,
energy, micronurients, and safe food for al househod members;
Malawians under the UDF rule have fail ed to achieve this goal; and
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* low risk and vunerahility to econamic and emlogicd fluctuations; this
has not been the case under the UDF government.

2.3.3 NDA’s Commitment.
The overall objedive of NDA’s Food Seaurity Programme shal be nat only to
increase sustained agricultural productionin order to attain Malawi’s slf-sufficiency
in her basic food reedls at the household, community and retional levels but also to
asare guity in accessto productive resources and to food for al Maawians. The
speafic objedives of the programme shall be to:
» satisfy the basic food reeds of al citi zens of Malawi;
* improve ad sustain sufficient food supgies to the people of Malawi
irrespedive of their spedfic emnamic situation a positionin society;
e atain national self-sufficiency in food supdy in oder to reduce
dependence on external sources of foodsupply;
»  eliminate the periodic food crises that affed Malawi;
* rewgnise the fad that in the developed courtries, farmers are heavily
subsidised to produce and export food and to asgst Maawian farmers
likewise.

The centrality of the strategies of the NDA-government shall be to ensure that never
again shoud citizens of Malawi suffer from food inseaurity. This al entail
improving and maintaining the aility of all citizens of Malawi to buy, exchange,
produce or aqquire food and gain accessto, a control of, productive resources. This
will be underpinned by the NDA'’ s eff orts to increase and sustain food avail abilit y by:
*  enhancing and sustaining domestic food poduction;
e ataining national self-sufficiency in food supdy in order to reduce
dependence on external sources of foodsuppy;
e reducing post-harvest losses,
e expanding grain storage, and
e sustaining development of nonagricultural employment oppatunities in
order to ensure that Maawians have physicd and econamic acces to
sufficient food.

The major elements of this grategy shall be to:

*  mobilise and strengthen initiatives and resources for reversing the spira
of foodinseaurity;

» reinforcenational food poduction cgpadty;

 promote the development of sustainable industrial possbilities for
agricultural commodities in order to goen up rew domestic markets for
Maawian farm produwcts, generate off-farm jobs, and ensure some
prosperity in the rural communiti es;

» diversify agricultura production;

* encourage and suppat reseach focusing on the technicd, ewmnanmic,
social and environmental impads of small, medium and large irrigation
schemes;
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develop and maintain national macdhineries and ingtitutions for
agricultural andtedhndogicd reseach and development;

encourage and suppat endogenous development or adaptation o
tedindogies and padices that incresse and sustain agricultural
production;

fadlit ate reduction o prices of agricultural inpus;

design and establish speda credit fadliti es with affordable condtions
aimed at asssting smallholder farmers;

addressthe underlying causes of default rates on loans receved;

integrate the rural poa in the market econamy and ensure that they are
provided better accessto input and output markets;

improve the awndtion d rural feeder roads and establi sh seasona storage
or colledion paints within the farmers’ easy read in arder to encourage
them to produce marketable surplus;

ensure that rural women are adive participants in, and keneficiaries of,
agricultural and rural development adivities, and reducetheir workloads.

2.4 lrrigated Agriculture. The NDA reaognises irrigation as one of the maor
agricultural inpus that contribute to increased agricultural production. The NDA further
recognises that water requirements and time of maximum demand vary with dfferent crops
and that for irrigation measures to be eonamic to the farmer, the water so suppgied to the
soil must be utilised efficiently by the irrigated crop. Under the UDF rule, attempts to
promote irrigated farming are not complemented with agronamic reseach to establish
efficient and sustainable use of irrigationin crop production.

2.4.1 NDA’s Commitment. With the NDA, Malawi will do better. The NDA will ,

among other things:

ensure that the 200 000 ledares estimated to be patentialy irrigable in Malawi
are increasingly utilised for irrigated agriculture; currently very insignificant
propartion d thisland areais under formal irrigation;

widen the eisting information abou the urtry’s water resources by
undertaking surveys nationwide in those aeas far from rivers and aher water
bodesto:

delineae aguifer boundries and to determine other charaderistics sich as
transmissvities, saturated thickness storage cgadty and quality and
temperature of groundvater,

investigate the demicd, physicd and hkologicd processes affeding
groundvater,

develop monitoring systems and related mathematicd models of
groundvater systems, which shall:

» include bath quantity and quality fadors and

» cover single aswell as conjunctive use of groundwater;

ensure that measures are put in placeto prevent silt |oad in rivers,

put in place incentives auch as credit padkages amed at promoting the
development of irrigated agriculture;

take into acoun:

the quality of water to avoid salinity,
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2.5

how irrigable agiven soil isto avoid its degradation,
the extent to which soil s curtail water potential,
how cost-effedive seleded irrigation systems are;
how the astradion d the water islikely to impad on:
» fish popuation andits migration,
» natural ecsystems such as wetlands/marshland if it is undertaken in
close proximity to the e@systems and the likely lossof grazing land,
> water flow relative, for instance to the amourt of hydropower
required to be generated,
when promoting large-scade exploitation d Malawi’sirrigation pdential,
* suppat reseach focusing on the technicd, econamic, socia and environmental
impads of small, medium and large irrigation schemes,
*  promote sustainable exploitation d shalow groundvater (tredesswetlands) or,
aslocdly termed, dambos for micro-irrigation, using proper safeguards;
* establish a water resources data bank for colledion, computerisation and
spedly retrieval of al i nformation relevant to the water sedor needs;
» fadlitate identification d markets for various commodities whase production
shall be promoted.

Livestock
2.5.1  Current Situation
Under the UDF rule, the development of livestock sub-sedor, particularly cattle, has
dedined with time. At the turn o the twenty-first century, Maawi’s livestock
popuations were estimated at 619 000cétle, 1 600 000yoats, 102 000shegp, 313 000
pigs and 10 366 00@hickens, and it was known that the sub-sedor contributed ony
abou 7 per cent to total GDP and about 12 per cent of the total value of agricultural
production. The sub-sedor can and must do ketter than this. During the UDF rule:
* avalableimproved breals were inadequeate,
o farmerslost their livestock dueto theft,
o diseases and parasites caused deahs of livestock,
» livestock marketsin the rural areas were frequently nonfunctional or closed,
e liberdisation d markets was effeded withou first putting in pace é&icient
suppat services such as transport systems and rural eedrification,
* the st of feals were so high that livestock produced locdly was much more
expensive than the imported ore,
* interest rates of credit continued to be high.

2.5.2  The NDA’s Commitment: When vaed into powver, the NDA will promote
the development of the livestock sub-sedor. Speaficaly the NDA will:
*  promote the development of markets and marketing of livestock and
products,
*  ensurethat livestock farmers accessloans for their livestock production,
*  promote formation d functional farmers organisations and asgst them
to establish and manage rural abattoirs, egg gading madines, poutry
slaughter equipment, mini dairies, and chilli ng and storage fadliti es,
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* encourage systematic milk colledion system from the farm gate to the
market, utili sing mobil e freezer and pasteurising fadliti es,

* import high-yielding milk cattle suitable for locd climatic condtions for
distribution to livestock farmers in the rural areain phaeses in order to
enhancethe much needed nuritional value to the rural people,

»  promote the breeding of high quality stock through such tedhniques as
artificial insemination and embryo transplant,

 encourage formation d functiona Dairy Assciations in order to
increase milk production and quality control ,

» asgst farmers improve the quality and production o goats, chickens, and
other farm animals through the atificial insemination, embryo
transplants, low cost feeding, and goodfarming methodk,

e strengthen dsease cntrol measures in arder to ensure that Malawi is free
from mgor livestock diseases;, the dip tank services will be re-
introduced,

e promote increased livestock production for locd and external markets.

2.6  Fisheries
During the UDF rule, Malawi’ s fish spedes have continued to be on the dedine mainly due
to ower-fishing, the presence of water hyadnth and destruction d breeding habitats. And yet
fish spedes supdy about 70 per cent of protein in Malawi.
2.6.1 The ommitment of the NDA. The NDA is committed to:
e crede an enabling environment for:
» sustained exploitation d such under-utilised fish as may be
identified,
» aguaadlture development as a means of raising rura farm incomes
andincreasing the suppy of fresh fishin rural aress,
> the rehabilitation o lake salmon (Opsaridium microleois), locdly
known as mpasa, that has dwinded to amost extinction,
» the disemination d techndogies for sustainable exploitation d the
national fish resource
* improve the fisheries training and research centres in order to ensure
continued generation d new techndogies, toads, and techniques, and to
continue upgrading skill s of locd people,
* introduce fish extension service replicde MADELCO in al the three
regions to make fish realily available and affordable to al Maawians
andfor export.

3.0 EDUCATION
A Drive Towards Quality Education For All

3.1 Current Situation: The people ae our greaest natural asset. Our success as a
nation will depend onthe quantity and richnessof human intell ecdual resources as expressed
through national capability in various developmental spheres, and on ow willi ngness and
cgoadty to harness all clases and sedors of society to achieve excdlence in meding
national development objedives. But the quality and richness of human intelledua
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resources come from developing the patential of our people through quality education.
Quality educaion is what the UDF government has failed abysmally to provide to ou
children. It isone of NDA’smain priorities.

Malawi's educdion was until a decale ayo the envy of many in this region. Now it is
no longer the cae. True, the freeprimary educaion (FPE) has led to growth in enrolments.
However, the FPE has |ed to:

. the improvement in accessto primary educaion keing achieved at the expense
of quality; primary schod |eavers demonstrably fail to read expeded standards
in literacy and numeracy and yet the three'r's are the esentia buil ding blocks of
al leaning;

. a proliferation of under-tree dasses being attended by pupls me of whom
have lost their lives due to falli ng trees, thus creaing an environment that is not
condwiveto leaning.

The type of educaion dfered under the FPE programme is not relevant to thase who are
unable to continue beyond the primary schod level. This raises questions abou the FPE's
relevance to powerty aleviation. Our seaondary schods used to be well equipped in the
past. They used to have well equipped libraries and science laboratories. This is no longer
the cae now. Most of the secondary schods, for instance have no hiology, chemistry or
physics laboratories, and yet it is universally recognised that any nation that does not
harness genetic techndogies (information techndogies, biotechnology and rew materials)
canna hope to crede a ompetitive alvantage in the global market. Because our secondary
schods are poaly funded, the quality of educaion dfered is of low standard and today’s
seondary schod leaver is, as a result, an epitome of the rot of the national educaiona
system.

Under the UDF government, the opening of institutions of higher leaning is irregular
and unpedictable. University students are often left in suspense, na knowing when a new
term will start. The fundng of university teading and reseach has also deaeased
considerably under the UDF. The tertiary educaion nov has increasingly bemme the
domain o the wurtry’s pdliticd and econamic dite. There is now a very discriminatory
pradice of student admisson. Fees have been hiked way abowve the financial cgpadty of the
majority of Malawians, thus denying many of our bright students from poa families access
to unversity educaion. The Student Loans Scheme does nat refled a fair repayment
scheme that is linked to salaries in later life, nar is there an asaurance that employment
oppatunities will be available to redpients of the loans. Administration o the Malawi
Schalarship Program is highly padliticised as evidenced by its being used increasingly for
educating the ruling elite and for rewarding paliti cd patronage.

3.2 The NDA'’s Priority: One of NDA’s priorities is to reverse the dedine in the
quality of education in Maawi by raising the quality of teading in ou schods, coll eges,
universities and vacational centres, and ensuring that quality educaion and training are
accesgbleto all citizens wherever they livein this courtry.

3.2.1 Key Priorities: The key priorities are to:

> make the general pulic gopredate that good education is the birthright of
every child,
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increase the number and quality of teaders training coll eges,

increase fundng for books and equipment in schods and unversity coll eges,
ensure that church schodsretain their distinctive religious ethaos,

return some schodsto their misson proprietors,

repair and maintain the dil apidated buldings, and

avail chancesto all adultsto improve their skill sand get better qualificaions.

VVVVYY

3.3 Makingthebest start: The NDA reaognises that ealy yeas educaion is the
esentia building block for higher standards and achievement later on, that children are not
all of the same aility and that they do nd lean at the same speal. To maximise progress
for the benefit of high-fliers and slower leaners alike, there is neal for 'setting' children in
classes, focussng onlevelling up and nd levelling down.

The NDA will:

nurture and foster an increase in the number of children exposed to quality
nursery education;

build more schods to increase education fadliti es and to ensure that pupls do
naot travel long distances to go to schod;

review the education system and raetional curriculum to ensure that it best serves
the leaning needs of al our children and nd necessarily as a tod for just
passng examinations;

introduce such skill s subjeds as medhanics, carpentry, and bulding;

re-examine the merits and demerits of the recent revision d the religious sudies
curriculum that brought abou the removal of Bible Knowledge & a subjed and
arrive & adedsionthat is appropriate and democratic;

recognise the valuable service performed by teaders, hence introduce an
enhanced scheme for saaries, incentives and lenefits in consonance with the
onerous teading professon;

upgrade and increase teader training coll eges to buld capadty to train teaders;
undertake a serious program to rehabilit ate schods that have been carelesdy
ignored and, in partnership with the locd communities, sweg away under-tree
classes and construct decent schod structures,

revamp the Teading Service Commisson to improve its effediveness and
efficiency in handling the reauitment, transfers and promotions of teaders,
ensure that only those teaders that are qualified to tead at a particular level are
reauited to tead at that level;

raise the standard of teadier training for al levels of schods and increase the
number of trained teaders to med current demand,

introduwce technica and vacaional schods in all the districts of the courtry to
empower the youth with skills in a vast range of aress such as agriculture,
engineaing, carpentry, metalwork, technicd drawing, commerce and ahers,
equip al students with the technica expertise and knavledge in computing and
information techndogy to facethe thall enges of the information age;

encourage arealing culture in schods by establi shing well-equipped li braries.
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3.4 Increasing Accessto Quality and Relevant Education:

34.1

3.4.2

Primary and Junior Certificate of Education — The NDA will:

 maintain free primary educaion bu ensure availability of adequate
teading materials and requisite well-qualified teaders;

* remove the Junior Certificate of Educaionasit is proving to be of no wse
and a liability to the Ministry of Educaion, Maawi Examination Board,
and the nation.

The NDA will

alocae the educaion budet in afar and equitable manner to ensure that all
the three levels, namely primary, seamndary, and tertiary levels progress
well;

ensure that there ae alequate teading materials, books plus other schod
materialsincluding laboratory equipment and computersin schods;
encourage locd pulicaion d teating and leaning materials,

encourage a realing culture in and ouside schods by opening more
libraries;

reduce gender disparity in primary, secondary and tertiary education;

improve the quality of education, strengthen linkages between educdion and
employment;

introduce strict disciplinary measures in schods and push for the necessary
legidlation that will guide the Ministry of Educaion and schod authorities to
contain the situation o indisciplinein schools;

establish centres for artisan and apprenticeship training throughou the
courtry to provide employable skill s espeaally for primary schod dropous
whofail to gain admisgoninto secondary schods;

systematicadly increase the number of institutions of higher leaning, so that
more qualified students have accssto higher educaion at minimum cost;
introduce @mputer sciences to teaders, technicd and unversity college
students;

ensure that there is an expansion in the teading of foreign languages,
espedally English, French, and Portuguese.

Tertiary Education, the NDA will:

abalish unversity officeto alow constituent coll eges to be aitonamous,
creae new oppatunities for university students to enhance their studies by
aqyuiring knowledge and experiencewith industry and commerce

ensure alequate and regular fundng of university teading and reseach, and
safeguard acalemic freedom and standards,

introduce incentives to encourage mmpanies and aher employers to invest
in education and training of their staff;

encourage university colleges to be more innowative and to patent their
discoveries,

encourage university colleges to establish business centres through which
they can generate income;

enhance national cgpadty in the aeaof science and techndogy.
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3.5 A new partnership for schods: The NDA will

forge new partnership with parents and the ommunity to ensure that
teadersin government schods are provided with good acaommodation;
encourage private entrepreneurs and master craftsmen to run artisan and
apprenticeship centres to supgdement government's own eff orts;

closely work with industry in streamlining tertiary educaion to med neals
of the locd labour market;

encourage the invovement of the schod community, that is, parents,
teaders, od students and the locd authority, in the management of
seondary schods. While the government will be resporsible for providing
basic tuition, the schod management boards will be resporsible for setting
boarding fees, raising funds, and providing additional services,

nurture and pomote cntinued participation d religious organisations and
others in the private sedor in the establishment and management of primary,
seondary and tertiary educaion within an owerall national educaion
framework;

promote and suppat the foundng of more private schods with the required
high standards,

enforce minimum standards for al private schods to ensure that quality
educaion is maintained.

3.6  Extendinglife-longlearning: The NDA will:

provide an educational television channel to complement formal educaion
and to encourage life-long continuing education, with the help of pulic and
private educational institutions;

put in placefadliti es for furthering adult literacy and enable those denied
accessto formal educaion to aaquire some elucdion;

promote flexible leaning through the aeaion d a higher standard credit-
based system for al post-primary schod courses, including the aurrent A-
levelsand degree ourses;

foster and suppat vocaiona and tedchnicd training in the informal sedor
and promote involvement of the ommunity;

enhance alult educaion and skill development programmes targeting
women and the poaest segment of the popuation, including literacy
programmesin locd |anguages,

adively promote dter-office-hours leaning oppatunities at secondary and
tertiary levels;

ensure that skill s gained through informa means are nationally recognised
and that their upgrading is formally suppated;

adivate and formalise the National Courcil for Skills Development and
Training (NCSDT) and ensure that it is entrusted with the statutory function
of being the principal pdlicy planning and review authority.
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40 HEALTH
Delivering Quality Health Care To All

4.1 Current Situation

In their Pastoral Letter that was read in al Cathdic Churches on 8 March 1992 Malawi’s Cathdlic
Bishops have stated that one “canna claim to uphdd the principle of the sanctity of lifeif provision
has not been made for even minimal hedth care for every person” The NDA ascribes to this
observation. There is no denying that the UDF government has failed to provide for a “minimum
hedth care for every person’” in Maawi. The overcrowding and ladk of personrel the
bishops deaied in 1992 «till persist. Quality hedth care is available only for cabinet
ministers, UDF regiona governors or senior government officials. When a cdinet minister
or a senior UDF officia isill, he or she is flown ou of the awurtry to South Africa or
Europe in seach for quality hedth service When the majority of Maawians are sick, they
go to owvercrowded hedth centres where they often fail to be provided with essential drugs
such as aspirin o paracdamol. People now die from curable diseases due to ladk of
medicines and basic medicd fadlities. Most of the hedth workers who nov do nahing but
merely observe patients dying becaise of ladk of drugs and hasic hedth fadliti es are now
demoralised and demotivated. The very poa Maawians are not able to recave medicd
treament if they canna afford to buy ahedth pasgook.

Maawi has only four central hospitals that are severely understaffed and wually run
short of essential drugs and equipment. Hedth services and faaliti es are inadequate andin a
state of dedine. And yet the burden of diseases, including maaria, tuberculosis and
HIV/AIDS, are enormous. The Maawi Demographic Hedth Survey for the 19861992
period showed that the maternal mortality rate during this period was 620 maternal deahs
per 100 000live births. However, Malawi Demographic Hedth Survey condicted for the
19942000 period showed that the rate incressed to 1 120maternal deahs per 100 000live
births, which is unacceptable. The NDA uphdds the principle of the sanctity of life, and
will therefore set, and strive towards redising, goals for the provision d quality hedth care
to al Maawians and nd just the few. Maawi with NDA will do letter.

4.2 TheNDA’s Commitment.

4.2.1 General. The NDA reaognises the impaad that poverty, poa houwsing, and a
paluted environment have on hedth. An NDA government will reorganise the
ministry of hedth to ensure that the ministry performs effedively its functions of
formulating pdlicy, strategic planning, regulating hedth standards for al operators,
be they pulic or private, and appropriate measures will be taken to ensure that the
hedth system is effedively coordinated with private and traditional operators. The
NDA government, in close llaboration with all hedth-care providers, will:

* improve pre- and pcst-natal care fadliti es, nutrition educaion, and immunisation

coverage against the major childhood dseases,
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increase accesto reproductive hedth services for al individuals of appropriate
ages,

improve district hedth services by expanding training programmes for primary
cae providers, bulding district level management cgpadty, establishing a
Disease Control Unit and areference laboratory, and increasing the participation
of women and grasgoats organisations in community-level hedth services;
suppat the Integrated Disease Surveillance and Resporse Strategy that is
currently implemented by the World Hedth Organisation;

increase the number of safe water supdy points and strengthen the cgadty of
communities to maintain water fadlities, improve ewironmental hedth,
particularly in densely popuated urban areas, by providing more waste disposal
and sanitation fadliti es;

arrest the inordinate rate of brain drain by ensuring that:

» the terms of service and the remuneration padkages of medicd doctors,
nurses and aher hedth-cae workers are reviewed, improved upon and
refleded in a caea structure for medicd doctors, taking into acourt the
length of training they undergo to qualify as medica doctors and nurses, the
hedth-hazard nature of their job, and the duties and resporsibiliti es placel
uponthem;

> the complement and grades of posts in the hedth service for the calre of
hedth staff are cmmmensurate with their training and the duties and
responrsibiliti es placed uponthem;

expand the cgadty of our College of Medicine in arder to increase the output of

medicd doctors;

rehabilit ate the training institutions for nurses and povide them with better

equipment and well qualified teating staff in order to improve the standards of

training off ered to the nurses,
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increase in red terms budgetary allocation to the hedth sedor and ensure that

the budgetary all ocations are sufficient, regular and predictable;

review the drug procurement and supdy system to ensure:

> availability of drugsin all hospitalsand clinics at all times,

» acountability at al levels of the supdy chain by ensuring that the system is

naot prone to lossof drugs through pilferage;

increase budygetary suppat for Christian Hospitals Association d Malawi;

esential reseach on hedth services is better organised and funded, so that the

results of such research are put to use;

improve primary hedth care educaionto prevent occurrence of diseases;

recognise the @ntributions made by traditional hedth care and integrate it into

the modern hedth system;

build more hospitals and redth centres in order to improve accss to hedth

services 9 that people do nd travel long distances to receve medica cae;

improve the Zomba Sanatorium and have it well-equipped so that quality hedth

cae is provided to patients, and explore the possbhility of improving, or

establi shing additional, sanatoriain the central region and/or northern region;

strengthen linkages to Medicd Aid Schemes;

encourage aty or district assembliesto:

> build their own medicd infrastructures that can be rented to medicd
praditioners;

> establish/or expand hedth servicesfor their residents.

Spedficdly, an NDA government shall regard the following as sme of the aeas that
warrant urgent attention.

4.2.2 Battle Against HIV/AIDS

and

Since a cae of AIDS was first reported in 1985,the number of
Malawians known to have been infeded with HIV has increased so
rapidly that Malawi is now in the league of the world’s 15 poaest
courtries with the highest HIV/AIDS prevalence rate. Available
information shows that by the year 2003

e abou 641,000citi zens of Malawi had died from AIDS,

e approximately 900,000Ma awians were infeded with HIV,

that of the 110,000citi zens of Maawi newly infeaed with HIV in the yea 2003,
amost 87,000 ded from HIV/AIDS-related complicaions in the yea, thus
contributing to Malawi’ s popuation d 840,000 ophans, 45 per cent (378,000 of
whom are victims of the AIDS pandemic.

Avail able data further show that amost 23 per cent and 12.4 jgr cent of adults living,
respedively, in urban and rural areas were HIV-positive, and that those infeded with
AIDS were approximately 760000 adults, 58 per cent (440,000 of whom were women,
and 14.4per cent of the popuation aged 1549. The analysis by gender shows that the
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females most infeded by HIV-related dseases were thase in the aye group 1529 and
that the males reported to have AIDS were those aged 35 o older. By 2003

patients suffering from HIV-related compli cations occupied more than 50 per cent
of hospital beds,

approximately 75 per cent of tuberculosis (TB) patients were HIV-pasiti ve,

abou 75 per cent of the reported AIDS cases were found among adults between
the ages of 20 and 40,which is, emnamicaly, the most prodictive segment of the
Maawi popuation, and

there were 170,000 pople that werein need o antiretroviral therapy,

The NDA views the HIV/AIDS epidemic with deg concern, and regards it as a tragedy
that threaens the socio-econamic development and, therefore, seaurity of Malawi. An
NDA government shall therefore aeae apdlitica environment that will be condwcive to
ensuring that:

the spread of HIV infedionis prevented,

the impad of HIV/AIDS on the fabric and socio-econamic development of the
Malawi nationis mitigated.

It isin this context that an NDA government shall ensure that, among other things:

it works closely in partnership with traditional and religious leaders in its efforts

to:

» sensitise Maawians to risks that attend circumcision, ea piercing and
tattooing and the neeal for such pradices to be dore safely in order to prevent
HIV infedions,

= promote and encourage monogamous marriages and fidelity,

= discourage traditional heders from making baselessclams abou AIDS cures,
and religious leaders from making unfounded claims of mirade HIV/AIDS
Ccures,

skilled personnel and adequate fadliti es for HIV diagnostic testing are avail able
in al hedth services institutions,

a canpaign aimed at encouraging Maawians to go for voluntary HIV courselling
andtesting isintensified,

people living with HIV/AIDS are encouraged to disclose their HIV serostatus to
their sexual partners,

bath the provision and celivery of prevention, treament, care and suppat services
are significantly improved,
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all stakeholders, particularly girls, women, those living with HIV/AIDS, and the
vulnerable groups effedively participate in the formulation d HIV/AIDS-related
padlicies and in the design, implementation and evaluation d programmes aimed
at combating the epidemic,

HIV/AIDS is mainstreaned into all sedora pdlicies, plans and pogrammes of
work,

sedor-spedfic HIV/AIDS pdlicies are formulated and their implementation is
effedively caried ou, andiswell coordinated,

both the invovement of the pulic sedor in HIV/AIDS adivities and the
provision d voluntary services are encouraged and maintained,

.employment in Malawi shall not be predicated uponresults of HIV testing,

those living with HIV continue working in their employment unless they are
medicadly incapable to doso,

terminations of employment based on reasons of incgpadty are dfeded in
compliancewith lawsin force

It isin the foregoing context that an NDA government shall:

4.2.3

intensify hedth educdion adivitiesin order to improve information dssemination
onHIV/AIDS, family planning, disease mntrol and reproductive hedth;
strengthen preventive measures to reduce the incidence of infedious and parasitic
diseases, including HIV/AIDS, sexualy transmitted infedions (STIs), maaria,
tuberculosis, and pdio;

invest in the training of hedth HIV/AIDS workers, the aedion d courselling
networks, the proper treament of sexually transmitted dseases, and an expansion
of HIV testing programme;

make retroviral drugs avail able to all, including thase who canna aff ord them and
explore the feasibility of producing such drugslocdly;

ensure that all orphans, including those who lost their parents because of the
HIV/AIDS epidemic ae well taken care of;

intensify civic educaion against discrimination and marginalisation d HIV/AIDS
patients.

Preventing diseases and promoting goal public health: Becaise the NDA

uphdds the principle of the sanctity of life, an NDA government will foster a major
pubic hedth and education campaign to be condwcted on dsease prevention and public
hedth, focusing on key aress, including:

the setting of a minimum platform of hedth rights, namely:
> equity in accessto services,
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5.0

child rights to nutrition and hedth services,

patients rights to information,

privacy and hunane cae,

reduction d the number of people that are malnourished,

increasing access to safe water supdy and sanitation in al parts of the
courtry, more so in the rural areas,

emergency medica care,

hedthy living and working environment,

disabled peoples rights, resped and equity,

all of which will be enshrined in statute books;

review of the lega framework for pulic hedth and hedth care, with a
comprehensive Public Hedth Act providing for core pulic hedth standards and
medhanisms for their enforcement aaossal ecnamnic and social sedors within
the communiti es.

VVV VVVVYVY

ECONOMY
Creating Opportunities For Prosperity

5.1  Current Situation

Under globalisation, Malawi faces bath oppatunities and challenges, and yet the
courtry’s emnamic performance has snce 1994 remained ursatisfadory. The
citizens of Maawi have witnessed with dsmay as indicaors have kept worsening
inexorably. Under the UDF rule, ou level of indebtedness has increased to K55
billi on and interest rates ared to 46 per cent per annum by the end d 2003, fuelli ng
high inflation. Unbridled owver-expenditure couded by a bloated cabinet has been the
hallmark of the UDF government. During the past threeyeas, per cgpita growth has
been lessthan 1 per cent per annum with private savings/investment amourting to
only 4 per cent of GDP.

Malawi’s agriculture has suffered from stagnationin yields, low profitability and
bad pdicies, resulting in a deaessed per cgoita food poduction. Industrial
infrastructure has decged, thus causing Malawi to becme increasingly an importer
of not only high techndogy-content products (manufadured goods) but also low
tedindogy-content agricultural produwcts (food grains). While the prices in the
international market of primary goods have been fluctuating widely and in some caes
droppng considerably, the prices of manufadured goods have been increasing
steadily, thus causing the primary commodity trade dependent Malawi to find herself
in dego troude with resped to balance of payments.

Overal eanamic growth per annum remained below the 6 per cent threshald for
poverty reduction. Our per capita income has dumped, and yet there ae afew
Maawians that have amassed fortunes snce 1994 while the majority of their
compatriots have been suffering from the burden of poverty. According to the 1998
integrated howsehald survey, 65.3 @ cent of Malawi’s popuation was poa and 287
per cent of the popuation were living in extreme poverty. Despite a series of
adjustment programmes, Malawi remains one of the poarest courtries in the World
with a per cgoita GDP of US$ 182 compared to Maawi's neighbous namely:
Mozambique US$230, Tanzania US$270 and Zambia US$310. What this refleds is
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clea to all. The UDF government’s fundamenta failure to tadkle the underlying

causes of Malawi’s econamic ill s. The government has fail ed to:

. build onthe well-known attributes or qualiti es of Malawians — qualiti es of hard
work, inventivenessand credivity;

. invest in educaion and skills, and in the gplicaion d new techndogies to
national development;

. raise per capita productivity;

. creae oppatunities for Malawians to find jobs, start new businesses or become
self-employed;

. creae an environment that is conducive to the expansion d Maawi’sindustrial
base; instead the pdlicies of the UDF government have led to closures of many
companies andto insignificant attradion d new companies,

. to establish and maintain alean and competent cabinet.

Malawi deserves better. The NDA lealership is clea-healed abou the @urtry's past
and present and hes the pdliticad will to use past and present mistakes for a better
future. The NDA will therefore be better for Malawi. What is central among the
NDA'’s objedives is the desire to improve living standards for the many Malawians
and nd just for the privileged few. The NDA reagnises econamic stability as the
esential platform for sustained growth and that, in a global ecmnamy, the route to
growth isnat inflation bu stability.

5.2 TheNDA’sPriorities

One of the NDA's priorities will be to restore maao-econamic stability, revive the
dedining manufaduring sedor to crede jobs, and pomote rural industrialisation in
order to bring wedth to the rural popuace The NDA government will end the yeas
of ecnamic and socia mismanagement, gross incompetence and corruption, all of
which have led to:

. ecnamic dedine,

. the destitution d ordinary Malawians,

. rising inflation and

. puritive interest rates.

5.2.1 Key Priorities: Key priorities are to:

» ensure that any borrowing, be it locd or foreign, is obtained na to finance
reaurrent spending, devaluation a unbudyeted expenditures but to enhance
productivity and to crede wedth;

> increase the aility of the eonamy to absorb new job-seekers in bah the
formal andthe lessforma sedors;

> raise and sustain the rate of growth by strengthening our wedth-creaing
base through nuturing and sustaining increased investment in industry,
skill s, infrastructure and rew techndogies,
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integrate into the world ecmnamy utilising the growing home base in a
manner that sustains a viable and efficient domestic manufaduring cgpadty,
andincreeases the murtry’s potential to export manufadured products;

cut wasteful spending that is rampart under the UDF government ;

work within perliament-approved departmental celings for spending, and
resist unreasonable demands on the puldic purse;

ingtitute expenditure control mechanisms with a view to curbing government
over-expenditure, which isthe hallmark of the aurrent UDF administration;
ensure that parastatal organisations including district and city assemblies
operate dficiently and econamicdly;

put in pace redistic legal and econamic infrastructure to ensure that
privatisation d the state sedor benefits Malawians;

ensure that board members of parastatal organisations are gopanted onmerit
based onexperience & well as managerial and professonal competence;

Investing in small- and medium-enterprises

The NDA reaognises snall- and medium-sized businesses and self-employment as
the engine of a modern dynamic emnamy and a vital source of new jobs and
growth. The NDA will:

suppat small- and medium-sized busineses by encouraging the banks to

develop rew sources of private finance including equity finance and mutual

guaranteeschemes;

encourage and pomote aedivity of small, locd enterprises and aganisations

working at the grasgoats,

cregde an enabling environment that shall serve to foster private sedor

dynamism in Malawi and make it strong in the long-term development eff ort;

encourage the establi shment of more financial institutions including insurance

and pension funds in the finance services and banking sedor to creae more

competitive fadliti es for bath existing and aspiring entrepreneurs;

encourage domestic savings through financial institutions in oder to

strengthen financial resources for entrepreneurs,

grant such businesssuppating institutions as MIPA, MEPC, SEDOM and

DEMATT autonamy to operate purely on commercia and professona basis

withou padlitica manipulation;

review and strengthen the businesssuppating institutions to suppat small-

scde entrepreneurs who may have viable businessideas but lad coll ateral to

suppat their applicaions at the traditional banks;

empower the businesssuppating institutions, among other things, with the

resporsibility of:

» introdwing business development programs to assst small-scde
entrepreneurs with fundng, equipment and marketing;

> developing effedive links between small/medium scde entrepreneurs in
the vill ages and g produwcers/large scde distributors;

> inaugurating programmes of adion free of pdlitics to ugdift those who
labou to make ends med out of basic living; this will ensure that all
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citizens, espedaly the poa, will be ale to regp the benefits of the
growing econamy;

 crede a cedit guarantee fadlity for those wishing to invest in highly
beneficial enterprises but need loan seaurity to seaure funds from banks;

* creae an environment that is condwive for foreign investment by removing
disincentives to investment, including bureaucracy, high taxes, seaurity
problems, poa lending pdicies and inappropriate levies, and introducing
more dtradive incentives,

* review the obedives and functions of Malawi Development Corporation
(MDC) and rigorously and systematicaly suppat privatisation o maturing
holdings as oppased to the aurrent piecaned spinning-off of holdings, which
is haphazard and namally prompted by lossmaking or selfish interests.

5.4  Broad-based development. The UDF government has snce 1994 employed
inappropriate development policies that have accetuated income distribution
inequalities. The NDA ams to adieve broad-based and sustainable emnamic
development in Malawi. The NDA hopes to adiieve this by enlarging people's
choices that will enable them to live long, hedthy and credive lives. The NDA aims
to promote e@namic development that meds the needs of al the people and nd just
a few; crede oppatunities for al inhabitants to participate in development by
ensuring equitable distribution d resources; fadlitate the eadicaion o poverty,
inequality and deprivation; improve socia well being; and empower people to
participate in deasionsthat affed them. The NDA Government will , therefore:

*  enhancethe psycho-socia, econamic and plysicd well-being of all citizens of
Maawi, with speda emphasis on those financidly and aherwise
disadvantaged;

* ensure guitable distribution d resources such as land, skills capital, and
techndogy;

* deceitradise eonamic adivities to dstricts that will be resporsible for
creaing district ecnamies, promoting industry, agriculture, trade and tourism
thereby creding jobs. The district assemblies will be resporsible for:

»  promoting district development;

» introduwcing district fairs with urban markets and the rest of the @urtry;

» district infrastructure such as transport, telecommunicaions and
eledricity so that locd people ae enpowered to make dedsions relating
to their ecmnamy, culture, and development schemes;

> fadlitating partnership with NGOs unhampered by any unfar
restrictions;

» bulding cgpaaties at community levels;, for example through training
and reseach programmes,

» promoting a hard work, productive allture and nd a begging culture or
handou syndrome; and

»  creding an environment condwcive to bah locd and foreign investment.

* reauit experienced, professonal managers to dstrict assemblies that will be
resporsible for the dficient management of the district assemblies; and
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5.7

6.0

6.1

* encourage @mpetition amongst district assemblies in order to promote
efficiency.

5.5  Tax Fraud. Just as we owe it to the Malawi Revenue Authority it shoud be
incumbent upon everyone to help cradk down on dshoresty in the dedaration d
taxable income eaned and in the revenue lledion system. We will, therefore, take
immediate adion against fraud d al kinds as that deprives government from
redising resources for development.

Dealing With the Debt Burden. The NDA government will i niti ate negotiations to
reschedule external debt, seek debt forgivenessand swap damestic debt for externa
debt. Swapping domestic for longer-term external debt will give the e@namy more
breahing space ad release resources tied into debt servicing for development. The
NDA Government will always ensure speady and timely payment of debts owed to
parastatal organisations to enable them operate dficiently and effedively. No
government department will be dlowed to acawmulate debt with these institutions,
which is currently in milli ons acawmulated under the UDF administration. The NDA
government will make it a paint that current debts owed to parastatal institutions are
paid withou any delay. The government will also ensure that al debts owed by
pdliticians to buwsinesssuppating ingtitutions sich as SEDOM, DEMATT,
ADMARC and MDC are paid badk expeditioudly.

Stabilising the Malawi Kwacha. The Kwada has over the past six yeas fared
poaly against major International currencies and as the @urtry is a net importer,
the market has been destabili sed resulting in high and unkeaable st of living and
indeed encouraged capital flight. The NDA government will formulate and deftly
implement policy instruments aimed at nurturing and pomoting the dfedive
involvement of the private sedor in the development effort to promote export
culture, discourage dl nonessential imports, intensify the "Buy Malawi-campaign”,
stabili se the locd currency, and restore @nfidence in the money markets. The NDA
government will i ntroduce widely consulted stringent fiscd and monetary discipline
within the system to ensure that a more stable exchange rate is maintained by the
Kwada

LABOUR
Creating Employment Opportunities

Current Situation

The labou market in Maawi is charaderised by high uremployment and a poaly
developed skill s profile. Thisis not an acadent. It is the dired result of the bad pdicies of
the Muluzi administration, which have led to the present hideous level of unemployment.
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From 1994 many workers in the pulic sedor have been retrenched. Prior to ther
retrenchments, nore of the workers were offered training aimed at preparing them for self-
employment or other means of earning an income. Interest rate hikes have contributed to a
sharp investment contradion. An investment contradion meant no cregion o new jobs.
During the Muluzi administration many companies have been closed, resulting in loss

of jobs. The implementation d the divestiture and privatisation pdicy has led to the laying
off of many workers, with consequential increase in the number of those that are
unemployed, and in a deaease in the manufaduring sedor’s contribution to national
income. There is no denying that the UDF government has faled to formulate and
implement alabou market padlicy geared towards:

. maximising quality employment,

. minimising unemployment and undremployment,

. creaing an enabling environment for increased locd and foreign investments, and

. improving efficiency, equity, growth and social justice

6.2 NDA’s Commitment. Malawi can and must do better than this. Under NDA rule,
Malawi will do bketter. The NDA government will halt the arrent passve labou market
approad, and adively pursue anployment-intensive growth in bah rural and uban areas
and a wherent human resource devel opment palicy focusing on:

. skill aoquisition and adult basic educaion for the incumbent workforce and ahers
that have had no lasic schoding,

. training and cgpital based assstancefor:
> new self-employment and enterprise aedion,
» employment in existing enterprise anployment schemes,
. training, retraining and redeployment programmes for thaose that are retrenched,
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. the provision d an integrated approac to educaion and training with emphasis
on the demand for spedfic skill sin the labour market,

. the implementation d measures amed at fadlitating equal access of men and
women to training and educaion at all | evels,

. the provision d vocationa andtechnicd training in both urban and rural areas for
women and youth in order for them to be self-employed,

. the promotion d:
» infrastructure investment projeds,
>  the establishment of new industries producing goods for domestic and export

markets,

> rurd indwstriali sation,

. the aeationand development of small- and medium-scde entrepreneurs.

The NDA government will also suppat agro-manufaduring sedors that are less capital-
intensive and can dredly andindiredly creae enployment. It will , in addition:
. play aproadiverolein the:
» formulation, suppat and implementation o labour market padlicy,
> labou market information and carea guidance,
» provision d statistics that refled the full extent of the lossof life and redth
caused at the workplace
> revison d safety standards and enforcement of occupational hedth and
safety regulations with a view to reducing occupational acddents and
diseases,
. implement a charter of rights for all employees, which will i nclude the right to:
compensation for lossof job a disturbance,
onrthe-job training,
retraining for adult workers,
full transferability of pension entitl ements,
trade union representation,
proper safeguards against arbitrary dismiss,
equal pay for equal work.

YVVVYVYYYVY

7.0 THEPUBLIC/CIVIL SERVICE

7.1  Current Situation
The NDA reaognises pubic/civil servants as the implementers of national development
palicies and as the ones who are resporsible for the functioning of governments. Malawi
was, prior to 1994,widely renowned to have a ‘professonaly competent and horest civil
service in Africa”, highly motivated in its contribution towards national development.
Under the UDF government, the puldic or civil service is no longer motivated. Its
profesgonalism has been saaificed at the dtar of narrow padliti cd interests and nepotism.
Whereas prior to 1994, the leadership o the avil service strove, in harmony with the
provisions of the Public Service Act, to ensure that the dvil service was “independent,
impartial” and therefore “permanent in order that the exeautive functions of the government
shoud continue irrespedive of which pditicd party was in paver”, under the UDF
government, no such an effort has been made. The avil service has consequently been
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paliti cised, resulting in an increasing number of civil servants being helplesdy drawn into
the vortex of party pdliti cs. Promotions are based nd on merit but on such considerations as
paliticd party affiliations and nepotism. This has contributed towards the lowering of
employeemorale and the impeding of productivity.

The UDF leadership has promoted some dvil servants at pulic ralli es to senior posts
that had never been established and, consequently, that had na been estimated for in the
estimates of expenditure. Thiswas in breed of sedion 52) in Part 1l of the Public Service
Act (1994, and this invariably resulted in junior officers superseding those better qualified
for the promotion. This has been a source of demoralisation, contributing to low
productivity in the dvil service

Inertia acceted by lack of vision and thrust has caused efficiency and therefore
productivity in the avil serviceto pummet during the UDF rule. The UDF government is
groping for a solution to what has now becmme the unprecadented high unpgoductivity in
the avil service The wntrad scheme for the avil service introduced by the UDF
government ostensibly with a view to improving productivity is the cae in pant. In the
absence of an effedive scheme of performance measurement, those on contrad have
continued to work through inertia. Because oppatunities for contrad have tended to be
skewed towards those in senior management pasitions, morale anong the many civil
servants uncer the rank of S5/P5 is © low that the introduction d the cntrad scheme has
made things worse than they were before the scheme of contrad was introduced. Under the
UDF government, those below the rank of principal seaetary also watch increasingly with
justified anger as those a&owve them are acorded some obscene fringe benefits such as
obtaining pulic vehicles at give avay prices.

The failure of the UDF government to seek funds for a programme of postgraduate
training clealy shows that the government is not redly disturbed by the inordinate number
of well qualified personrel the productive departments of government ministries have lost
since 1994 through hierarchicd mobility, dismissals, retirements, or deah. And this, to
thase with a thirst for higher education, is a demotivator. Morale and work ethics have & a
result ebbed. Late reporting for duty, absenteasm and moorlighting are the order of the
day. The avil serviceinfrastructure has coll apsed. With NDA, Malawi will do better.

7.2 TheNDA’s Commitment. When vated into government, the NDA will:
* review thewhole pubic service a apreaursor to:
» therehabilit ation o the pulic or civil serviceto its past glory;
> the establishment of alean, competent, impartial, transparent, acountable,
and merit-based civil service with strengthened institutional suppat for
anti-corruption measures,
> the possble establishment of a separate Scientific Service with its own
totem pole for scientific adievers;
*  depdliticise the dvil serviceto ensure that it is professonal, independent and
permanent as per statutory requirement;
* introduwe ascheme of performance measurement of programmes amed at
improving productivity in the pullic sedor;
* review advance andloan padagesto cover awider base of the dvil servants;
* review andincrease dvil servants slariesin order for them to med their basic
requirements;
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re-introduce overseas edalized training for civil and pulbli c servants;

train new and existing pulic servants in their respedive aeas of expertise in
order to improve their productivity;

utilise expertise from retired civil and public servants, as well as other
pensioners,

introduce Medicd Aid Schemes for al civil/puldic servants to expand their
welfare padkage,

ensure that every civil servant is able to own a house through an aff ordable
housing scheme;

review periodicaly pension salariesin contrast to the present situation

Ensure that workplaceis adapted to cater for the needs of the disabled persons.

8.0 TRADE UNIONS

The NDA strongly believes that in a democracy people shoud be freeto form a union.
Once aunon hes been formed, the people ae free to join o not to join it and the
government shoudd nd only recgnise it but aso ensure that it is functional and, in a
resporsible way, resporsive to the interests of its members. The NDA aso regards
employers and unons as partners in the enterprise and should therefore avoid unrecessary
conflicts. When in government, the NDA will:

ensure that there ae minimum standards for the individual at work, including a
minimum wage, within aflexible |labou market;

cregde a ondwive environment for free and fair bargaining between trade
unions and employers,

promote stable and aderly industrial relations;

ensure that the wrights of workers are full y respeded;

ensure that regulations governing safety standards of workers at the workplace
are enforced.

9.0 COMM ERCE AND INDUSTRY
Restoring commerce and industry as the engine for economic devel opment

9.1

Current Situation

What emerges clealy from what has been stated in Sedion 6abowe is the fail ure of
the UDF government to recognise the fad that in a liberalised econamy, the role of
the pullic sedor isto be that of providing gpodgovernance and an enabling

institutional environment for:

business

market-friendy physicd infrastructures,
faalit ative palicy guidelines,

an enabling regul atory environment,

reli able market information,

efficient extension services, and

eff edive partnership with al stakeholders.
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The NDA government shall promote sustained industrial development

The UDF government has failed to creade an enabling environment that shoud have
encouraged private investment by fadlitating and maintaining efficient markets. Its bad
padlicies have instead impaded negatively on the investment climate, leading to the flight of
investors to ather courtries within the region. Both the failure of the UDF government to
proted locd industries and the uncontrolled dumping of secondhand products into Malawi
has contributed to closures of locd companies. With NDA, Malawi will do better. Incressed
investments, employment generation, improved trade performance ad enhanced
productivity are the main oljedives of NDA’s pdlicy.

9.2 TheNDA’scommitment: On assuming the reins of government, the NDA shall:

integrate improved produwctivity and competitiveness into the overall
restructuring of the wurtry’s econamy,

promote and suppat programmes designed to redise the exporting potential of
small - and medium-sized enterprises that tend to be more labour-absorbing,
discourage turnkey contrads,

put in paceincentives for the private sedor to form design engineeaing firms
and to enhance its competitive elge in produwcing product lines that not only
serve the domestic market but also gain accessto the international markets,
identify areas of industrial development and encourage the alding of maximum
value to Malawi’ s natural resource exdovment,

drive industriali sation towards higher value-added adivities,

encourage manufadurers and service industries to design efficient attradive
products and services that are gpropriate for locd condtions and are ale to
crede important export niches,

promote the emergence of a dynamic manufaduring sedor as a growing source
of productive and well -paid employment oppatunities and industrial leaning,
encourage the private sedor to invest in manufaduring, padaging, marketing
and provision d after sales srvices,

seek new trade relationships with courtries and regional asociations,

introduce anti-dumping measures and aher countervaili ng strategies needed to
proted locd manufadurers from unfair foreign trade pradices,
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e raise productivity through, among other things, human resource development,
democratisation d the workplace and techndogicd development,

e promote agreder understanding of the importance of techndogy in econamic
growth,

 suppat the identification and uilisation d tecndogicd and design
competency,

e put in pace aport enterprise and induwstrial zones with regular suppies of
eledricity, water, and telecommunications frvices,

* introduwce and suppat tax incentives that comply with the courtry’s investment,
indwstrial, techndogicd, and hunan resource development as well as scial
development pdlicies,

* giveincentives such as meaningful tax bregs and spedal credits to companies
established in rura aress eaalising in agro-manufaduring industry,

e invest first in the rehabilitation and then in the euitable expansion d the
national infrastructure, to ensure dependable and efficient transport, energy,
water and communicaions g/stems.

9.2.1 Small- and Medium-sized Enterprises, the key areas that NDA shall
suppat will i nclude:

e accessto

advice,

training,

finance

appropriate techndogy,

marketing and procurement; and

»  encouragement of inter-firm linkages.

VVVVY

10.0 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Science And Technology For National Devel opment

10.1 Current Situation

Science andtedhndogy (S&T) are strategic variables on which developed nations depend to
creade and maintain competitive alvantage. The NDA subscribes to the widely accepted
observation that the difference between the rich (developed) and poo (developing)
courtries lies on the human capital they have aeaed to speaheal their techndogy-led
development, and the market mechanisms they have aeaed to articulate the resultant
techndogicd products and services to consumer needs in bah the original courtry and
globally.

10.2 The NDA’s Commitment: The NDA adknowledges that comparative alvantage
now increasingly resides nat in naturally derived fador endovments but in the quantity and
richnessof human intelledual resources as expressed through:
. national cgpability in science tedindogy, entrepreneurship, management,
organisation and marketing, and
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. the cgadty and pditicd will to harness all classes and sedors of society to
adhieve excdlencein meding national development objedives.

The NDA further adknowledges that S& T are generated as centrally important variables in
eff orts to increase national standards of living and to stay ahead of one's competitorsin the
global market. Nations in the well-developed parts of the world are intensifying and
acceerating their efforts to compete in the production of goods and services that are better
and chegoer because of the scientific andtechndogica knowledge invested in them.

The NDA believes that if developing countries do nd embark uponan S& T-led socio-
eoonamnic development, they will continue to be on the paths to increasing eanamic
marginality and growing scientific and tecdhndogicd dependency on the globa core
regions. In saying this, the NDA reaognises that the ladk of a suitable bridge between the
laboratory and the adievement of commercial production is one of the major constraints
experienced in most developing courtries. A window that would provide for risk and
venture caital for promising S&T projeds based on indigenous reseach appeas to be
necessry bridge. The NDA’s commitment to puting Malawi on a path to techndogy-led
socio-econamic development is predicaed uponits conviction that techndogies that are
developed with a view to creding a competitive edge canna be transferred to any courtry
freeof charge. It isin this context that, on assuming the reins of government, the NDA
will, among other things:

. re-examine Malawi’ s educaional system in regard to its cgpadty to produce the

requisite scientific andtechndogicd sKill s;

. develop an adequate infrastructure and intelledual resource cagability to hande
tedindogy adaptation, innovetion and transfer;

. creae an environment providing necessary motivation for the retention and
continued high quelity performance of the developed intelledua resource
cgpability;

. re-adivate the Maawi Award for Scientific and Tedindogicd Achievement
(MASTA);

. resuscitate and adivate the national science and techndogy padlicy to provide a
blue-print for the organisation and operation d the S& T system as a significant
contributor to national development;

. strengthen the National Research Courcil of Maawi (NRCM) as the national
S&T pdicy-making apex body and to have a Department of Science and
Tedndogy (DST) asthe seaetariat of NRCM with expresdy stated functions;

. ensure that the NRCM and the Nationa Econamic Courcil work in tandem in
order to provide the desired integration o tedndogicd considerations in all
development planning;

. build upon pst, and whenever necessary introduce new, initiatives amed at
integrating techndogicd considerations in the national planning process

. ensure transfer and uili sation d results of reseach in the production sedors of
the national econamy;

. promote and suppat generation o techndogies that are internationaly
competitive, particularly those with export potential,

. develop an effedive information retwork for science engineging and
techndogy, having adequate links with international information services, for
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providing R&D workers and aher interested agencies gealy accesto current

knowledge in different S& T fields;

devise gpropriate legal, fiscd and financial instruments for seledion,

importation, absorption and adaptation d foreign techndogy, for example, tax

incentives to enterprisesfor:

> investment in establishment of design engineeing units and reseach and
development (R&D) for digestion d imported tedindogy as well as for
generation d new techndogy,

» purchase of tedindogy licenses and import of techndogicd resources that
conform to stated guideli nes,

» for setting up small new production unts based onendogenouwsly generated
techndogies,

promote the involvement of the private sedor in the techndogica devel opment

by putting in placeincentives, including:

» cost and risk reduction incentives, which will take the form of financial,
fiscd, or institutional incentive;

» post-reseach and development  incentives amed a  asssting
commercidisation o, and market development for, reseach and
development (R&D) results, whether new products or processs;

» dtatutory incentives such as provisions to allow firms to form reseach
associations;

ensure provision d fadliti es for transfer and productive utili sation o reseach

results through the institutiondisation d engineaing design, prototype

development and commercidlisation d prodwts in the relevant sedor
corporations and individual unitsin bah pubic and private enterprises;

reduce vulnerability, particularly in strategic and critic areas, making optimal

blend d indigenous and imported techndogicd resources,

ensure establishment of institutional fadlities for relevant knowledge

assmilation and skill development for the leaning-absorption process for

imported techndogy;

promote software devel opment and ensure development of suppat fadliti es like

information and daumentation services, computer service and software

padkage, standardisation and quality control,

provide adive suppat to such emerging techndogies as biotechndogy, genetic

engineeaing, micro-eledronics, new and renewable sources of energy;

adhieve sdlf-reliancein the development and applicaion d software by

» utilising available, and training more, design engineas and computer

programmers, and

>  establishing a National Institute of Eledronics and Silicon Techndogy

Development Centre,

fadlit ate development of induwstria financing institutions gedficaly as adive

financial intermediaries to provide venture caita or risk cgpita to thase willi ng

to uilise newly developed indigenous techndogies, or trying to increase
substantially domestic content of their products;
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ensure due a@nsiderations to matters relating to emlogy, environment, energy
conservation, employment generation and social justice when importing
techndogy;

creaein Maawi asociety that is sientificdly andtechndogicdly literate;
recgture such individual and retional virtues as ®if-saaifice self-reliance and
hard work that have been eroded during the UDF rule.

10.3 Ingtitutional Framework for Agricultural Research and Development and

Tednology Disemination: The aspiration d the NDA is the datainment, a a
sustainable basis, of:

*  higher crop poduction per unit of labour,

e more aricultural producefor the farmer and his/her family,

* larger surplusfor the nonagricultural popuation, and

*  higher income for the farmer.

The NDA reaognises that such human progress can only come from the expansion

and more dficient use of our prodwctive cgadty — our human sKills, capital,

tedindogy and agrarian-dominated resource base. The NDA appredates that to

adhieve these goals, strategic diredions need to focus on getting the aiteria right,

with incentives to ensure a reseach and development (R&D) that is dynamic,

resporsive and efficient, and an extension system that is focused and efficient. The

UDF government failed to appredate this fad. During the period between 1964and

1994

* the human capital for R&D was developed to pcstgraduate level, reading a
minimum criticd massfor most of the research sedoral sedors;

 human resources required for the dfedive disemination o agricultural
produwction enhancement techndogy to farmers were trained generdly to
university graduate level;

» the ingttutional infrastructure required for the dfedive dissemination o
agricultural techndogies to farmers was developed; and

»  funds required for the generation and dsemination d tedindogies were made
avail able onregular and predictable basis.

Under the UDF rule, however, the scientific human resources lost in the Ministry of
Agriculture through brain drain, herarchicd movement to assume aministrative
duties, retirement, or deah have not been replacel; the R&D ingtitutional
infrastructure has decgyed; and budyetary all ocations for operation costs have been
nat only irregular and unpedictable but also reduced drasticaly, with the result that a
dispropationeate part of the budget now goes to staff salaries. This refleds the UDF's
ladk of recognition d the important role the generation and utili sation d agricultural
production enhancement techndogy is in sustainable agricultural development.
Because the NDA rewognises the importance of the availability, and the dfedive
transfer to farmers, of agricultural production enhancement techndogies, it will,
when vated into power:

* rehabilitate the R&D and extension institutional structures that have been

degraded duing the UDF rule;
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11.0

ensure that ead reseach station has a minimum criticd mass of reseach

scientists;

adopt personnel management procedures that are wndicive to the retention o a

motivated corps of reseach scientists;

nurture and foster an innowetive, resporsive and efficient management of

Maawi’s R&D organisations;

promote:

>  the xeaution d R&D in the production o appropriate ayricultural tools
and equipment, which can be dfordable to small-scde farmers;

»  development of food processng techndogies, including the utili sation and
processng of agricultural waste and by-prodicts;

» work on agro-climatology in view of the dl-pervading influence of
climate on crop and livestock yields,

readivate and suppat reseach aimed at improving post-harvest technd ogy;

provide incentives to the private sedor to take part in fundng or condwcting

R&D adivities.

INFRASTRUCTURE
I mproving and Maintaining a Good I nfrastructure

11.1 Current Situation

Our transport infrastructure development is being shrouded with shoddy work. The
interna rall network is amost collapsing with limited sedors of the network in
operation. Train movement is nat as regular as they used to be. Regarding the Beira
corridor, the line is outgrown with trees and some bridges need repairs. Trains
stopped operating on this line during the UDF rule. Most sedions of the railway
lines arein a state of disrepair.

Transport is an extremely important function in the daily lives of all citizens of
Maawi and is dso o emnamic importance The NDA believes that an efficient
transport infrastructure is the one that allows ciety and econamy to assume their
preferred form. The NDA strongly believes that pdlicies in the transport sedor must
be outward looking, shaped by the needs of society in general, of passenger and
goods customers in particular, and d the e@namy that transport has to satisfy. In a
courtry such as Malawi, an improved rura transport infrastructure contributes
gredly towards poverty reduction. Agricultural inputs and equipment can realily
read the farming community if a functional rura transport infrastructure is
avail able. For farmers to take their produce to markets, they need good roads. This
leadsto an acceeration d agricultural growth.

The NDA reagnises the fad that an acceeration d agricultural growth enhances
the purchasing power of the farmers, resulting in increasing demands for goods and
services, and that the goods and services can read the rural communities only when
there is a good road network. Malawi’s aspirations of increasing her share of world
tourism market can be redised orly if tourists know that a good road network is
available to enable them travel easly to their destinations, and efficient
telecommunicéions srviceis avail able to enable them read, o be readed by, their
loved oresleft behind.
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11.2 The NDA’sPriorities. When in power, the NDA will seek eff edive ways of
developing an efficient transport infrastructure in an environment of severe austerity
in pubic fiscd spending. The main am shall be to buld sinews within society,
which will respondfaithfully to development efforts. In partnership with the private
sedor, the NDA shall, therefore:

upgrade and rehabilit ate the existing road/rail network;

ensure that all national roads, including the M 1 and al main roads, are
managed efficiently and maintained properly;

fadlit ate the maintenance of district roads by the district assemblies
under the supervision d the government ministry resporsible for roads;
ensure that the internal rall system is revitalised so that freight and
passenger services are reintroduced;

explore the eonamic impli cations of rehabilit ating the rail li ne to Beira
port for posgble resumption d rail freight from Beirato Maawi;
expedite the rehabilit ation d the Nacdarail li ne;

embark ona comprehensive road/rail development and extension;
strengthen the Lake Service Authority and ensure the lake service
provided is efficient and safe;

improve the servicerendered by Air Maawi; and
foster and suppat the development and/or improvement of new airports
in Mangochi, Mzuzu and Likoma.
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11.2.1 Communication technology

The NDA rewmgnises the fad that modern communicaions involve the

extensive use of eedronic solid-state cmporents and systems, which are

important applicaions in civilian as well as defence sedors. It is for this
reason that the NDA accepts the fad that primary emphasis sioud be placal

on design and development with a strong reseach and development (R&D)

base in solid-state drcuitry and devices. There is grong evidence that the

UDF government does nat reaognise the fad that micro-chip techndogy is

bringing abou revolutionary changes in industrial production processes andin

human lifestyles, and that any courtry that ignores this field is doing so at its
own ea@nanmic peril.

When in power, the NDA will ensure that Malawi benefits from the
techndogicd advances in communicaion techndogy by building upon
adiievements made so far. The NDA will , among other things:

. promote and suppat efforts aimed at conreding telecommunicaions
services to more people more dficiently;

. foster the extension d television servicesto al parts of Maawi;

. require célular license holders to extend povision d phore services to
areas that are under-serviced;

. increase radio coverage with improved reception;

. explore with interested UN agencies the feasibility of initiating an
instructional television system so as to complement the NDA’s human
resources development eff orts;

. ensure that TV Malawi offers educaional programmes during the day;

. intensify the use of radio as a dannel through which to dsseminate
information to farmers abou improved agricultural methods, and as a
pivotal element in Malawi’ s nationwide hedth campaigns,

. ensure that the communication regulatory body (MACRA) operates to
the benefit of al Maawians,

. encourage MACRA to seeto it that modern telecommunication systems
and equipments are put in place ad are made aailable to all
Malawiansin rural and uban aress,

. promote cmpetition in oder to make pricing competitive and
aff ordable for the users;

. establish a National Institute of Eledronics and Silicon Tedindogy
Development.

12.0 SECURITY
Policing and Tackling Crime

12.1 Current Situation

The dtizens of Malawi have aright to sleg soundy in their homes withou any fea
that their houses are mostly likely to be burglarised, their lives swuffed ou, their
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persona effeds golen and their livestock stolen. Under the UDF government, house
burglaries are a ®@mmon accurrence, so too are amed robberies, resulting in loses
of lives and personal property; churches are broken into and their properties dolen;
the dtizens of Malawi do nd walk safely on the streds; vehicles are stolen in most
cases at gunpdnt; and owvners of some of the stolen vehicles are frequently shat
deal. Inseaurity is everywhere. This has had negative dfeds on the investment and
tourism environment. Service providers in the banking and dstribution sedors,
among others, have had to withdraw their services from some parts of the @wurtry on
seaurity grounds. The UDF government has clealy broken its 1999 general eledion
pledge to ensure that people ae safe in their homes and onthe streds.

In the rural areas, people live in fea. In districts such as Chiradzulu, some
women have been kill ed and their body parts removed. The arests of suspeds the
palice made have hitherto na led to the persons invaved in the macadre dfair.
Small groceries are broken into by armed robbers, resulting, in some caes, in the
deah of the owners of the groceries. This has led to closures of some groceries, and
to hardships experienced by those in the rura areas to whom groceries are now
inaccessble. Herds of livestock and work oxen are frequently stolen. Because of this
inseaurity, many people in the rural areas are unwilling to invest in the livestock
indwstry. The popuation d livestock in Maawi has consequently dwinded
drasticaly.

In most parts of Maawi’'s rura aress, the podice canot be readed by
telephore because there ae no telephores. The radio equipment the pdice have in
the rural areas is invariably nonfunctional. The UDF have dso broken their pledge
to review, as a preaursor to improvement, the palice s “poa remuneration padkage,
inadequate howsing and dfice fadliti es, poa advancement prospeds, and ladk of
skill s training”. The Malawi Police Service is grosdy understaffed, poaly trained
and pooaly funded. The pdice ladk adequate transportation and communicaions
fadlities and aher basic aime fighting equipment. Telephores at most of pdice
posts are “temporarily out of services’ — a pseudorym for telephore has been
disconreded dweto ursettled telephore bill .

Junior members of the pdlice force @ntinue recaving salaries that are not
commensurate with the resporsibiliti es entrusted to them, and their advancement
prospeds are still poar. Junior padlice officers continue to live in tiny houses that are
often in dre need for maintenance and painting. Most of the junior pdlice officers
are demotivated and demorali sed. The increasing number of citi zens of Maawi who
lose their lives whil e they are under pdlice astody speeks volumes for the extent to
which the Malawi padliceresped civil li berty. There have been cases of suppaters of
the oppasition keing beaen up ty the UDF-sporsored thugs whil e the pali ce watch,
thus putting in guestion the impartiality or the professonalism of the Malawi padlice

12.2 NDA’s Commitment:
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Under NDA rule pdicewill beimpartial and professonal

On attadking crime, the NDA pledges to:

be tough oncrime and tough onthe causes of crime; the NDA will attack
the root causes of crime and at the same time ensure that individuals are
punished for the aime they commit;

resuscitate a o©mpetent, transparent, acournable, well-trained, well-
motivated, merit-based pdiceforce

review and improve ondtions of service for palice officers to bocst
morale and eliminate rruption;

ensure that appantments and promotions of pdlice officers are on merit
and nd influenced by pdliticd and a ethnica considerations,

review the Ball Guidelines Act to ensure that it is objedive and freefrom
abuse; the Act will be incorporated in the Crimina Procedure and
Evidence Code (CPEC) as originaly proposed by the Law Commisson;
improve the physicd working environment of the padli ce staff;

increase the budgetary allocaion to the padlice to enable pdlice agjuire
equipment necessry for law enforcement and povide them with
necessry training;

establish an independent Police Commisson to creae an environment
condwive to the exeaution d palice duties acrding to law and justice,
and poted the integrity and autonamy of the pdlice offices; the
appantments, transfer, promotion and dsciplinary control of pdlice
officerswill be caried ou by afair and transparent process

ensure that, in discharging their duties, the padlice shal resped civil
liberties;

review the refugee policy to ensure that genuine refugees and nd
criminals are dl owed to come into the courtry;

ensure greader consistency and stricter purnishment for serious repea
offenders;

ensure that the rights of citizens of Maawi to proted their lives and
properties against burglars are proteded;

provide greaer protedion for victims of rape and serious sxua offence
trials and for those subjed to intimidation, including witnesses;

always reaognise that justice delayed is justice denied and to ensure that
people who are innacent shoud na face & excessve wait before justice
ismeted ou;
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e seeto it that the guilty are held to accourt for their adions promptly
withou diminishing the genuine rights of every citizen to afair trial.

12.2.1 On prisons, the NDA is aware that our prisons are probably the

worst in the region and that despite aiticisms from NGO's and Human

Rights groups that have offered recommendations to improve the living

condtions of the inmates, the UDF government has dore nothing to improve

them. While putting emphasis on the reformation d the darader of
prisoners 0 that they shoud become useful citizens in the society, the NDA
administration will:

* ensurethat prisonregimes are @nstructive and require inmates to faceup
to their offending behaviour;

» ensure that professonalism in the management of the prison services is
upgraded;

» establish additional prison farms where prisoners will be eposed to
more modern agricultural methods and aher skill sin order to equip and
provide them with income generating expertise;

e encourage noncustodial community service sentencewhere gpropriate;

» take cae of the welfare of offending juveniles by renovating and
upgrading the Mpemba Reformatory and establishing a new centre for
juvenilesin the Central and Northern Regions,

* separate and poted the youth from adult offenders and seek the
assstance of benevolent and religious groups to reform and integrate the
offending youth into their communiti es,

* ensurethat basic dietary standards are complied with in our prisons;

e train prison warders o as to equip them with professonalism instead of
being instruments of torture and human rights abuses.

13.0 DEFENCE

A Modernised and Professional Malawi Defence Force

13.1 Current Situation

Both the training system and operational equipment have been left to coll apse and
deteriorate during the past 10 yeas of UDF rule. To date most of the eguipment
being used is outdated and lkeyond repair. Due to lack of transparency in
procurement carried by the government, some of the equipment purchased for our
armed forces was substandard and inappropriate.

13.2 The NDA’s Commitment: The NDA is committed to maintan a
modernised, well-equipped professonal army, free of pdliticd interference and
manipulation. The NDA administration will ensure that: -
* reauitment of men and women into the Malawi Armed Forces is dore
fairly and ohedively based on qualificdion;
* budgetary dlocaions are regularly reviewed with emphasis on capita
replacament and owrall improvement of the working condtions;
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14.2

» the overal professonalism of Maawi Armed Forces is improved through
appropriate locd and owersesstraining;

» the Maawi Armed Forces continue to participate in peac&eeping missons
aroundthe world;

 the Malawi Armed Forces are left to operate within the mandate of the
constitution, freefrom pdliti ca manipulation;

* good howing fadliti es are provided to the armed personre;

e appropriate and adequate food rations are regularly provided to the amed
forces.

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
Cultivating and maintaining cordial and vibrant international relations

14.1 Current Situation

The UDF government has admittedly maintained hilateral and muiltil ateral relations
established by the previous regime. The NDA believes, however, that maintenance
of such relations dhoud refled cognisance of such developments as increasing
globali sation, coalescing of nations into regional groupng and stratification d the
international ewnamy, increasing concern for democratisation and good
governance, and increasing adoption d exogenouwsly fleshed ou stabili sation and
structural adjustment measures. For Malawi to maximise benefits acaued from
foreign missons under such developments, there is neal for the government to be
seledive of courtries in which to establish the misgons, and to seeto it that the
personnel assgned to foreign misgons are of a high cdibre. This, however, is not
what has hitherto been observed duing the UDF rule.

Those who are dfiliated to the UDF or are family members of the UDF cadre,
irrespedive of their being semi-literate, are the ones that are gopanted and sent to
serve & foreign missons. Malawi can and must do better. With NDA, Malawi will
do ketter. The NDA strongly believes that the number of foreign missons
maintained shoud to a large extent be predicaed uponMalawi’s ability to make
eat o them functional. This has not been the cae during the UDF rule. Embasses
have suffered the embarrassment of, for instance having eledricity supgdy
disconreded becaise of their falure to pay for bills. This is a national
embarrassmnent.

TheNDA’s commitment. On assuming the reins of power, the NDA will:
*  maintan:
» a cetain number of foreign missons determined onthe basis of enlightened
self-interest,
and strengthen hilateral and multil ateral relations with the proviso that the right of
Malawians to:
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International relations shall be strengthened

» determinetheir own development path,

» flesh ou their own development padlicies and strategies required to redise
their development goals, and

» design, implement, monitor and evaluate projeds s respeded,

e am at obtaining foreign aid that is © designed that it does not insure aid
dependency but creaes endogenous condtions for locd capadties, sustainable
institutions and sustained and self-sustaining ecnamic growth;

» restore goodrelations with the Nordic courtries;

* seek the possbility of developing econamic cooperation and trade with the
nations of the South while maintaining econamic cooperation and trade with the
nations of the induwstriali sed North;

* ensure that no externa asdstance is ught to address problems that lend
themselves to solutions based onlocd efforts;

» promote foreign investment to reducethe inflow of foreign loans;

* ensure that Malawi’s diplomatic service is professonal through merit-based
reauitments;

* maintain peacéul relations with all courtries in the world and adively
participate in peac&eegoing adivities;

e participate adively in hlatera, regiona and international organisations,
including SADC, COMESA, African Union, the Commonwedth and the United
Nations in order to maximise benefits that acaue from membership of such
organisation.

DEMOCRACY AND GOVERNANCE
Entrenching Democracy and Good Governance

151  Current Situation.
15.1.1 Justice and the Rule of Law . Prior to 1993, @mocracy and
good governance did na reign in Malawi. People suffered. The basic rights
of Maawians were @used and they were not free to ether express
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themselves or to be members of any association aher than the Malawi
CongressParty (MCP). There was no government acourtability and there
was no transparency. In vaing the UDF into paver, Malawians expeded a
change for the better. They expeded a UDF administration to honou the
bond d trust the UDF leadership had set out in the UDF manifesto and
verbally at puldic medings. Malawians were then promised that, if voted
into paver, a UDF government would ensure that open debate, freedoms of
speed and asociation, free press institutional pluralism, the rule of law,
and the independence of the judiciary would be respeded.

Maawians were pleased when they head President Muluzi stating in
his address to parliament on 39 June 1994 that his government would
“perform duties and make dedsions in acerdance with the laws and subjea
to thelaws’. Thiswas amererhetoric. President Muluzi:

* terminated services of pulic servants in a manner that was
totall y at variance with the provisions of:

» sedions27and 29 d the Public Service Act 1994,and
» sedion 29 d the Constitution d the Repullic of Malawi;

e denied citizens of Malawi their constitutional right to exercise
the freedom of assciation and the freedom of assembling
peacéully;

» violated his oath of office and sought to tweak the Constitution
of the Repulic of Malawi in favour of his ardent desire to run
for the third term.

Thisis an abuse of power.

In his addressto parliament referred to above, President Muluzi went on to
state that nobod/ “shoud be @owe the law or beyond the read of the law;
the rule of law must prevail at all times with equality and withou prejudice
or favour”. President Muluzi either did nad mean what he said o merely read
what was written for him withou understanding the import of what it
conveyed. It has been observed that President Muluzi has the propensity for
pulicly acasing individuals, particularly those who dffer with him
paliticdly, of being quilty of certain crimes even after courts of law have
foundthem to be nat guilty of the dleged crimes. Closed cases of pdliti cians
remain closed as long as the pdliticians are in President Muluzi’s favour.
Oncethey fall out with the President, their cases are re-opened. Displayed by
President Muluzi in this resped are atributes of not a democrat but a
dictator.

It has also been observed duing the UDF rule that after two senior UDF
paliti cians have been acaised o an alleged commisson d asimilar offence,
their cases remain damant as long as the two pditicians are in President
Muluzi’s favour. However,
e once ay of the pdliti cians has fallen ou with the President, the
latter starts castigating him/her pulicly,
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a cae is often opened against the catigated pditician, leaving
the other pdlitician acauised of committing a similar alleged
offence, who continues to be in the President’s favours, scot-
free

In its 1999 manifesto, the UDF pledged that a UDF government
would “sustain and enhance the separation d powers, chedks and
balances within the three branches of government, and uphdd the
Constitution”. Y et the UDF government has made several attempts to
have judges impeaded simply becaise of their desire to exercise
their impartiaity and independence in all cases including those
invalving the government. It has further violated ather underpins of
democracy as evidenced by the fad that:

the entrenchment of ingtitutional pluralism in Malawi has been
thregdened by the UDF leadership’s campaign of buying
oppdasition members, geaed towards weakening the oppdsition;
those in the pulic sedor suspeded to be suppative of an
oppdaition party have lost their jobs;

An NDA Nationa Exeautive CommitteeMember savagely brutali sed

LIUSE eXeiLiany uie nyiit w ad3ulidlull by dateiulily U[J[Jl.bﬂlon
ralies, particularly the NDA ralies, have been dspersed by
armed pdice and invariably disrupted violently by the so-cdled
Yourng Democrats of the UDF, causing bodly injuries to
targeted oppaition leaders and suppaters, and
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* the dedronic and print media freedom has been infringed and
owners of the media have been harassed and intimidated;

15.1.2 Human Rights. Enshrined in the Constitution d the Repulic of
Maawi are individual human rights and freedoms, which President Muluzi
swore pulicly to proted. The human rights and freedoms have, however,
been violated frequently during the UDF government. This fad can be
adduwced by several incidences, including those dted under Sub-sedion
3.1.1above andthose given below.

Sedion 34 d the Congtitution provides that “every person shall have
the right to freedom of opinion, including the right to hdd ognions
withou interference to hdd, receve and impart opinions’ and yet
when:

» those in the oppasition express their opinions on hav certain
national issues ought to be best addressed by the government,
they are harassed and castigated publicly in persona terms, often
using words that unsuitable to be used by a aedible national
leader or any cultured person; this denies:

» the oppaition its freedom to discharge its duties as a channel of
the people s discontent, and

» the people a oppatunity to benefit from an open debate and to
asess the extent to which the oppasition may be regarded as a
credible dternative to the government of the day;

» thereligious clergy comment onissues that impad onthe atizens
of this courtry, they are savagely castigated and harassed, thus
reveding the undemocratic tendencies of the UDF becaise avy
democrat recognises and accepts the church as the conscience of
the nation, and encourages it to spea&k out against any injustice
suffered by the people;

Sedion 38 povides that “every person shall have the right to assemble
and demonstrate with athers peacéully and urarmed”. The banning of
peacéul demonstrations was therefore unconstitutional. The savage
manner in which thugs were employed to prevent the anti-third term
demonstrations mimicked manifestly what obtained duing the
dictatorship era

The UDF government has terminated arbitrarily services of pubic

servants withou furnishing them with reasons in writing for the

administrative adion taken thus violating the provisions of:

» sedion 43 d the Constitution regarding Administrative Justice,

» sedion 29 ¢ the Constitution that “every person shall have the
right fredy to engage in econamic adivity, to work and to pusue
alivelihoodanywhere in Maawi”.

Businessman perceved to be leaning towards the oppasition has been

bladlisted never to seaure businesswith a pulic-funded arganisation,

which is contrary to sedion 29 d the constitution quded above.
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Such pllars of democracy as the Human Rights Commisson, the
Ombudsman, the pdice and courts have invariably experienced some
pdliticd interference which clealy violates the neal for independence of
such bodes.

15.2The NDA’s Commitment: Malawians opted for multiparty democracy and
good governance because they knew that democracy and good governance, as well
as peace ad seaurity, were esential for sustainable socio-ecnamic development.
The NDA rewmgnises the primacy of the underpins of democracy and good
governance in efforts to sustain socio-ecnamic development. It is in this context
that the NDA wishesto dedare its commitment to the rule of law and human rights.
When in power the NDA will:

review and reped all constitutional amendments effeded under the UDF
leadership with the am of benefiting those in power;

strengthen constitutional legitimacy and democratic systems based on the
principle of separation d exeautive, legislative andjudiciary powers,

establi sh an Ethics Commisson;

nurture and suppat the independence and the impartiality of the judiciary
and ensure that it is adequately funded to ensure fair and effedive
enforcement of the law;

ensure that judges are exemplary in uphading the rule of law in concert with
their oath of office

strengthen institutions that are esential comporents of good governance and
democracy;

enhance acourtability, transparency and efficiency in public administration;
promote a alture of tolerance

promote resped for human rights and the rule of law;

faalitate community-based organisations and women’s groups, and forge a
genuine partnership between civil society organisations and government
ingtitutions invalved in socio-econamic devel opment;

promote socia justice by encouraging equitable development aaoss
geographic aess,

provide the murts with the necessary funds and faadliti es to enable them
have dficient administration d justice

ensure that justiceis meted ou to off enders as expeditiously as possble.

Regarding human rights, the NDA government will :

ensure that human rights and freedom as enshrined in the Constitution o
the Repubic of Maawi are respeded and poteded by the national
exeadtive, legidature, judiciary and all organs of the government and its
agencies;

nurture, foster and proted the independence of al pillars of democracy,
including human rights and ambudsman institutions, and promote avic
education, with particular focus on human rights educdion;
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16.0

17.0

* provide alequate budgetary allocations to the offices of the Ombudsman
that will help in cgpadty building to enable the office operate dficiently
and effedively for the benefit of all Maawians;

» establish a truth and reconcili ation commisson to expose past abuse of
office and perpetrators of atrocities in order to hed past wounds and
establi sh genuine reconcili ation.

CORRUPTION

16.1 Current Situation

The Anti Corruption Bureau (ACB) of today has been reduced to afarce The ACB
has been deprived o its independence to inqure into complaints withou
interference to government. To many Malawians, the ACB is perceved to be atod
used by the UDF government for suppresson and pditi ca madhinations. The NDA
government is committed to eradicae @rruption by ensuring that the ACB operates
impartialy and independently withou pdliticd interference Masdve dvic
education will be mndwted throughou the wurtry to ensure that Malawians are
educated and advised ontheill s of corrupt pradices and their consequences.

16.2 TheNDA’s Commitment. The NDA government will:
* nurture and promote the independence of the ACB,;
*  ensurethat the ACB:

> isanswerable to Parliament,

» proseautes cases without first seeking consent or approva from the
Diredor of Public Proseautions (DPP),

» is professona when dscharging its duties and is not percaved to
perseaute for some poaliticd expediency but to genuinely proseaute
individuals for all eged commissons of offence

> isprovided with the relevant fadliti es and suppat services to eradicae
bribery and corruption from pdliticd structures, government and/or its
agencies, and al other spheres of lifein Malawi.

e encourage and suppat the ACB to educae and train the dtizens of Malawi
abou the evils of bribery and corruption,

e vigoroudy fight corruption and ensure that there is sgnificant progress
within the first yea of the NDA administration.

ELECTIONS

It is not uncommon in Malawi for lealers to be impaosed onthe people and to hdd
eledions in a dimate of violence and intimidation that guarantees the re-eledion d
the ruling party. The NDA believes that eledions are a fundamental tenet for
democracy, stability, and development. People must be free to express their
preferences or choices in a free and fair manner, to seled their representatives in
such bodes as pdliticd party structures, associations, and retional assembly. The
use of threds, intimidations, corruption and violence denies the people their right to
free toice and daes nat confer legitimacy upon.
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17.1 NDA’s commitment: The NDA is committed to ensuring that eledions are
held in atruly free ad fair manner.

The provision enshrined in the @nstitution
of the NDA that eledions at the NDA
national conventions as well as regional,
zone, district, sub-district constituency,
ward, areg and lkranch committee levels
must be held in a free ad fair manner
addwes this fad. In pusuit of its
commitment to the halding of free and fair
eledions, the NDA government will ensure
that:

» the gpantment of the Chairman of
the Eledoral Commisson s
approved by parliament and the
chairperson will be answerable to a
spedal parliamentary committeg

e nationa presidential and
parliamentary eledions are held in a
truly free and fair manner, devoid of
violence, harasgnent, intimidation
and threds

18.0 SENATE

The NDA administration shall reintroduce the senate, which was abdlished by the UDF
administration. The senate will be established in order to restore its fundamental role of
providing chedks and balances of the legidative am of government. The resporsibility of
the senate shall be to scrutinize dl bill s passed by parliament and when necessary ad as a
chedk for government adivities to include the impeadment of areigning President and h's
Deputies where necessary. The senate will also be resporsible for the abitration onmatters
of senior pubic gopantments between the Exeautive Branch of Government and the
Legislature.

19.0 CHIEFTAINCY
19.2 Current Situation

Chiefs in Maawi are leaders of their communities as well as custodians of our cultural
heritage. Although chiefs were remgnised duing the MCP rule, they were not redly
respeded and as a result they lost their leadership role. Under the UDF administrations, the
chieftaincy has been pditicised. Some of the ciefs are being used to advance UDF's
paliti cd agendas. They have mnsequently lost their eff edivenessas non-partisan traditi onal
leaders. They have been induced to develop a alture of begging and waiting for handous
as oppased to advancing self-help and development programmes for their communiti es.
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Under NDA rule chiefs shall be encouraged to be non-partisan

19.1 NDA’s Commitment: The NDA will restore the dignity, hierarchy and non
partisan leadership role to ou chiefs. The indispensable role of chiefs in locd
government will be recognised and rewarded commensurate with succesdul
development programmes within their areas.

20.0 RELIGION

20.1 Current Situation

It canna be disputed that certain religious lealers in the Christian and some seds of

the Moslem communities have been savagely harased duing the Muluzi

administration for exercising their roles as the wnscience of the nation. Thiswill nat

be @mndored uncer the NDA government. The NDA strongly believes that the

pradice of God's will, as a way of life and the dfirmation d spiritual values, in

individuals and in society as a whale, will provide the bastion against injustice, bad

governance, corruption, greed and moral deca. The NDA government will,

therefore:

e ensaure that the fundamenta spiritual and ethicd values that are part of the
teadings of God constitute the bedrock of a democratic society in Malawi;

* uphdd the freedom of worship and the rights of religious groups to sprea the
word of God withou fea or hindrance

e encourage and suppat religious organisations involved in  national
development programmes

» foster the relationship between the durch and state & effedive partners in
devel opment;
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e ensure that laws and exeautive adions do nd in any way belittle or
discriminate against any religion.

21.0 ENVIRONMENT
PROTECTING THE ENVIRONMENT

21.1 Current Situation

The NDA believes that it is morally right for our present generation to hand down to the next
generations our natural resource endowments in qualities and quantities that are sufficient
to allow a continuing improvement in the quality of life. However, it is widely observed that
extraction of firewood, poles and other forest products; forest and brush fires; browsing and
overgrazing; selective logging, particularly of high grade indigenous hardwoods; urban
expansion; road construction and aher infrastructural development have contributed to the
denucktion o Malawi’s forest resource and to the lossof Malawi’ s biodiversity.

The NDA is aware that the exposure of fragile mourtain slopes has led to landslides and
flash floods that have caised the destruction d property and infrastructure, as well as lossof
life in some parts of Malawi. The opening up d cachments that sustain watercourses has led
to the drying up d some rivers that were once perennial and to the deaease in the water
levers of Shire River and Lake Maawi. The epansion d agricultural production into
margina aress, the destruction o forests and trees, the opening up d stream banks, and the
grazing of read-beds have led to the siltation o rivers and dams.

A change in flow regimes has been caused by siltation. Siltation hes put the long-term
productivity of fish stocks at risk. As a matter of fad, the popuation d lake salmon
(Opsaridium microleois), locdly known as mpasa, has dwinded to extinction in al aress
but Buariver because siltation hes srioudly affeded its awning grounds. No effort is now
being made to sensitise the popuaceto this fad. The siltation d dams has caused frequent
breskdowns of hydroeledric power, thus interrupting industrial and aher adivities. The
opening up d steg land for cultivation hes been condicive to the lossof topsoil .

The loss of the topsoil has contributed to a dedine in land productivity because the
topsoil is generally more fertile than the subsoil. Continued croppng of a piece of land
withou replenishing the plant nutrients taken up ly the plants is analogous to the mining of
the soils; it is this pradice that leads to the reduction d the land's natura fertility and
cgpadty to produce The st of rehabilit ating degraded soil fertility is very high and yet no
effort is now being made to prevent further degradation. Environmental sustainability does
not appea to be of any concern to the UDF government.

Indwstrial adivities can lead to environmental damage. In most cases such damage is
caused by greed and indifference That the UDF government shows indifference to the
negative impad the use of agrochemicds may have on the environment is evident from the
continued use in Malawi of the agrochemicds universally known as the dirty dozen that have
been banned in al i ndustrialised courtries. The unmitigated replicaion d some of industrial
models of the developed courtries can also lea to the pdlution d our water bodes and ou
air. Becaise Maawi has no laws to regulate vehicle emissons, vehicles that produce high
volumes of smoke continue to py on ou roads, pdluting our air with the thick smoke they
discharge into the amosphere. Most of the vehicles that popuate our roads produce high
volumes of exhaust gases that pdlute our air. Investigations condwcted elsewhere have
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shown that when aded upon ly the sunlight, substances sich as carbon monaxide,
hydrocarbors and nitrogen oxide from car exhaust gases form smog and oxidants that have
harmful effeds on human hedth.

Environmental damage wreaked under UDF gover nment

With so many vehicles producing increasing volumes of exhaust gases on ou roads,
the UDF government does not appea to be mncened abou the possble hedth hazards
such emisgons present to the dtizens of Maawi, particularly those resident in ou major
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cities. The NDA does nat wish to wait until phaochemicd smog presents a hedth problem
in Malawi.

21.2 NDA's Priority: The NDA believes that sustainable environment canna be
considered in isolation from poverty. The NDA accets that it is poverty that pushes
small holders to continuously clea forested areas for fuel wood and agricultural production,
open up margina soils for crop production, mine soils with resped to their fertility, and
over-fish waters. It is poverty that causes people to pu survival ahead of environmental
protedion. It is in recognition d these fads that the NDA’s drategic diredions sall be
aimed at addressng the nexus between powerty and environment, with a focus on hav the
burden of poverty suffered by many Maawians, espedally in rural areas, can be best
addressd.

21.3 Forest and wildlife reserves and national parks: Forest and wildlife reserves and
national parks have been established in Maawi since 1910. Some of these aea were
established to proted locd communities against the destructive dfeds of landslides and
flash floods, to proted mega-fauna and its habitats, and conserve water cachments. Other
aress were established to proted animate and inanimate objeds of scientific and aesthetic
interest. These ae the aeas in which the nation’s heritage of biodiversity is concentrated.
However, becaise of an incresse in human popuation, the aeas have eperienced
encroachments. Demands for the excision d the aeas have increased with an increase in
popuation growth. The solutions offered to these environmental problems have so far been
pury or insignificant.

The NDA believes that locd communities can get invalved in the protedion d the natural
resource endovments that aboundin the proteded areas if they see the resources as the
land's product that contributes tangible and financia benefits for the improvement of the
quality of their lives. The NDA, therefore, will:

» empower the locd communities to manage their natural resource endovments that
aboundin the forest and wildlife and retional parks;

* ensure that benefits that acaue from the development of conservation-related
indwstry, bah in and ouside the proteded areas, flow to the locd communiti es;

* enable locd communities to maximise the eonamic and socia benefits they enjoy
from their natural resources in a sustainable way;

* increase the productivity of forests through research and devel opment;

» promote more productive use of existing arable land and identify alternatives for
the people on the margins of the proteded areas to ursustainable utilisation o
natural resources;

» promote the reforestation o degraded land and agroforestry;

» intensify aff orestation and bdh conservation and management of water cacchments
and water resources;

* encourage induwstry and commerce, through tax incentives and dher appropriate
means, to contribute to a new environmental restoration fund to be established to
help repair damage dready dore to the eavironment in order to restore eologicd
balance

56



21.4

22.0

promote re-planting of shrubs and trees to proted stream and riverbanks, as well as
water cachments 2 asto prevent water degradation and soil erosion;

promote game farming;

solicit the people's participation to proted and preserve the forests in the
mourtains and in and aroundthe vill ages,

enhancethe preservation and protedion d heritage sites and ancient buil dings,
establish an appropriate institutional framework in order that community
participation beames an inviolate and integral comporent of development and
distribution d benefits;

reduce dependence on woodiuel by promoting the use of biogas, solar and wind
energy.

Industrial and other pollutions: The NDA will:
promote the assesgment and monitoring of air, soil and water pal ution;
promote and encourage the dean-up d the streams and rivers in ou cities and
towns;
ensure that toilet fadliti es are provided at strategic points in al urban and aher
aress,
ensure that the poa in urban areas are provided with paable water;
passan anti-littering legislation;
enforce regulations governing the management and dsposa of hazardous industria
waste;
promote the use of environmentall y-friendly agrochemicds in paceof the banned
dirty dozen;
passlegislation to control car exhaust gases.

TOURISM

22.1 Current Situation

The NDA is well aware that tourism industry has grown rapidly worldwide during
the past fifteen yeas. Tedhndogicd advances and the opening of some dosed
societies such as the Former Soviet Union, Eastern Europe, and the Communist
China ae the contributory fadors. People have been able to travel to destinations
faster than before because of the techndogicd advances in transport. After reading
their destinations, people do nd fed cut off from the world they know because of
the techndogicd advances in telecommunicaions. Higher living standards in the
industriali sed world provide increased spending money and more leisure time.

The urge to get away from ‘concrete jungles to areas where a ompletely
different experience avaits is a significant contributory fador to the expansion d
the tourism industry. Ecotourism, or the dtradion d visitors to pristinely conserved
environments is now a mgjor comporent of the tourism industry. With its big game
animals, wild scenery and rational parks, Africais an obvious choice for people
seeking an eotourism experience Kenya has benefited considerably from
eotourism, while Malawi’s dare of the world ecotourism market has been very
insignificant. The NDA strongly believes that Malawi’'s dare of the world market
can be increased considerably. Sadly, howvever, condtions creaed in Malawi during
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the UDF rule ae nat condive to increased development of eatourism industry in
the courtry.

The increase in crime in Malawi isinimicd to the development of the industry.
Tourists normally shy away from going to a curtry in which inseaurity is known to
be widespread. The road network, which the UDF government inherited barely a
decale go, has now been degraded. Barely a decale ao, it was pleasing to see ar
cariers auch as Air Maawi, Zambian Airways, Zimbabwe Airline, Tanzania
Airways, South African Airways, Ethiopian Airways, Kenya Airways, the British
Airways, the Dutch Airline, and Air France landing at, and taking off from,
Malawi’ s international airports. The Dutch Airline and Air France now no longer fly
dired to Malawi, which has impaded negatively on the development of emtourism
indwstry in Malawi. The annourcement by the British Airways that the arline will
soon aso stop flying to Malawi is bad news for the development of tourism in this
courtry. Malawi can, and must, do letter than this. With the NDA, Maawi will do
much better.

22.1 NDA’s Commitment. The NDA believes that development of emtourism

must be seen as one of the means of contributing to the upliftment of the quality of
life, espedally intherural areas.
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23.0

The NDA is, therefore, committed to crede enabling environment for Malawi’s
ability to increase her share of the world ewtourism industry. In its efforts to
increase Malawi’ s ecotourism industry, the NDA will:

* give strong suppat to the palicein the fight against crime and disorder while &
the same time dtadking the root causes of the aime;

* promote and suppat the improvement of transportation by air, luxury bus and
ca;

* improve hedth and telecommunicéion fadlities in al potential emtourism
aress,

* make sure that any dedsions made regarding the development of an area of
potential eatourism shoud acourt for the nedals, attitudes and aspirations of
the people who are an integral comporent of the natura endovment that makes
the aeato be apotential for ec-tourism;

e in partnership with the locd communities, identify oppatunities for the locd
resource base;

* encourage the private sedor to develop satellite small industry jobs on the
fringes of the proteded areas to servicethe neals of the hospitality trade;

e giveincentivesamed at promoting in the periphera aress:

»  the development of small- and medium-scde industries and entrepreneurial
cgpabiliti es,

> the establishment or improvement of efficient telecommunicaions srvices,
and the eavironmentally-friendly construction d lodges, haels and road
network in all tourist attradion aress,

* ensurethat servicelevels are improved and hdel tariffs are not prohibitive;

* crede ahospitality regulatory body to set and enforce standards for players in
the tourism industry;

* improve visibility of Maawi onthe international scene by:
> intensively and extensively promoting Malawi using Malawi Diplomatic

Misdgons and International Tourist Agencies,

» promote the development of the distributive sedor to ded with the padaging of

multi -destination and retional tours.

HOUSING
Good houses — a right for all Malawians

23.1 Current Situation

The stock of houses in Malawi is currently much less than the total number of
houses required. In urban areas appli cations for houses remain onthe waiting li sts of
the Malawi Housing Corporation (MHC) for many yeas. Politi cisation, owerstaffing
and corruption number among many fadors that have impaded negatively uponthe
efficiency of the MHC. As a consequence donas are not forthcoming to support
housing projeds. Construction d houses by private owners has dowed dovn due to
lad of serviced plots.
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The pledge made by the UDF in its 1999 manifesto to kre&k, as they put it,

“monopdy”

by encouraging the establishment of more houwsing financia

ingtitutions, has not been fulfilled. Malawians deserve better. The NDA strongly
believes that there is an urgent need for a caeful planning to provide the requisite
number of low-cost settlements in arder to avoid congestion, pdlution and urban
degradation which is likely to have undesirable cncomitants of all maor housing
expansion in the oourtry. The aedion d extensive slums in and around uban
centres and the undanned growth of large vill ages withou necessary amenities are
likely to result in unmitigated misery to the people and irreversible degradation o
the eavironment. The NDA is committed to ensuring that people increasingly live
and avn decent, environment-friendly houses, and are safer in their homes.

Many Malawians till live in shabby houses with poor sanitation

23.2 TheNDA commitment The NDA will:

promote the building of more houses that are decent and d modern
design in partnership between the pulic sedor and pivate sedor for
rent and puchase in the urban and peri-urban aress;

begin the phased release of capital recapts from past sales of courcil
houses and allow the money to be used for the @nstruction d new
houses;

encourage the building of low cost houses aff ordable by Maawians by
the private sedor and locd authoriti es;

transform the MHC into a housing trust which will enable Maawians,
through a spedal houwsing scheme, to puchase houwses in their districts
of residence

ensure that al, and nd only senior, civil servants benefit from the
housing scheme;
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* increese provision d seaurity services by the police and aher agents to
ensure that peoplelivein their houses withou fear.

In suppat of these measures, the NDA will suppat reseach and utili sation
of the techndogy so developed in the foll owing major arecs:

» development of chegp and duable building materials,

* low-cost houwsing, water supdy and sanitation systems with necessary
quality control,

* rationdlisation d architedural and structural designs to suit locd
condtions,

* improved bulding techndogy for mass construction d housing and
other buil ding structures,

* provision of necessary assistance to the common person — through
preparation d manuals incorporating detailled spedficaions, type-
designs and technology — for construction of small housing units in
urban aswell asrural areas, onself-help basis,

* indigenous development of equipment and macdinery for construction;
and

o formation d efficient inexpensive ewlogicdly safe and socidly
accetable land-use wncepts for rural and urban areas.

24.0 ENERGY

It is generaly agreed that if a @urtry is to adieve industrialisation and its
developmental goals, it has to increase its installed eledricd cgpadty and its per
cgpita energy consumption. The Malawian eaonamy functions in a framework of a
very narrowly based energy system. The modern ewmnamic sedor is heavily
dependent on dl, representing abou 80 per cent of commercial energy consumption.
The balance is suppied by hydropowver. The NDA strongly believes that the overall
development of Malawi cdls for a deceitralised energy system that involves a
judicious mixture of tedindogies and a variety of energy resources. It is for this
reason that, while acceting the fad that large-scde centrali sed systems are esentia
if sufficient power is to be provided to the indwstrial sedor, the NDA opines that
small-scde decentralised systems, involving low or simple techndogies shoud
complement rural eledrificaion efforts that are urgently required to improve the
quality of lifein rural arezs.

24.1 Petroleum
24.1.1 Current Situation. Petroleum contributes abou 3.5 per cent of the
total energy demand. Malawi imports 97 per cent of petroleum products as
refined products. These include leaded petrol, diesel, paraffin, aviation
gasoline, aviation kerosene and liquefied petroleum gas (LPG). Small
amounts (3 per cent) of fuel grade @hand is produced locdly and Hended
with petrol in a 20:80 ratio is from ethand which is produced locdly and
blended with petrol in the ratio of 20:80 d ethandl:petrol. The dependence
onimported al makes the aurtry vulnerable to al price danges that now
ke onescdating. The importation d oil aso heavily drains the @urtry’s
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24.2

foreign exchange reserves. The seismic survey caried ou in 1981 onLake
Malawi showed thick sediment layers with hydrocarbon pdential. Studies so
far condwted over Lake Malawi have nat led to fossl fuel discoveries that
are dtradive enough for investorsto be interested in their exploitation.

24.1.2 TheNDA’s Commitment. An NDA government shall:

* undertake long-term projedions for Maawi’s energy requirements to
sustain howsehold and econamic adivities,

* develop the domestic cgpadty for assessng different energy
tedindogies, including the cgadty to negotiate projeds and
techndogy transfer with foreign supgiers, and the genera
management of the energy sedor,

» promote and encourage fossl fuel explorationin the wurtry,

» encourage oil users to implement spedfic energy efficiency measures
and to reduce anergy/output ratios in target industries,

e putin placeoil conservation measures,

* review Malawi’s procurement and pricing mecdhanisms with a view to
establishing how unit costs of petroleum prodicts in the @urtry can
be best reduced,

» explore the paosshilities of introdwcing a variety of conventional
energy commodities in the modern econamic sector in arder to reduce
dependenceon al.

Coal.

24.2.1 Current Situation. Coa contributes about 1 per cent of Malawi’s
total energy demand. It has been estimated that there ae @ou 807 million
tonnes of coal reserves in Malawi, and yet by the end of the yea 2003, only
46,273tonres per annum were produced, thus necesstating imports of coal
from Zimbabwe and Mozambique to med locd demand. The NDA reaognises
the fad that there is an urgent need for Malawi to establish how much of her
known coa reserves can be exploited viably. A number of methods for coal
gasificaion and liquefadion, which produce liquid fuel and at the same time
conserve the gas generated, have not been adopted or adapted for use in
Malawi.

24.2.2The NDA Commitment. The NDA regnises coal as an important
fosdgl fuel for commercial energy production and, when na used properly, as
an environmental podlutant. Taking into acwourt the latter, an NDA
government shall:
» develop human resources required for the promotion d efficient use of
Malawi’s coa resources,
» intensify detailed feasibility studies aimed at establishing the total
quantity of coal resources that can be exploited viably,
* expand Maawi’s mining cgpadty in order to ensure that the nation
benefits from the exploitation and uilisation o the @a resources
while minimising coal’ s contribution to environmental pall ution,
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* promote the alaptation o the methods for coal gasificaion and
liguefadionto locd condtions.

24.3 Eledricity

24.3.1 Current Situation. Eledricity contributes abou 2.3 per cent of
Maawi’'s total energy demand. The Eledricity Supdy Commisson do
Maawi (ESCOM) has a generation cgpadty of 304 MW, abou 93.7 per cent
(285 MW) of which is hydroeledricity and abou 6.3 per cent (19 MW) of
which isthermal-diesel. There is an additional private generation d abou 51
MW, most of which is thermal-diesel and bagasse. Abou 3 GWh is exported
to Zambia whil e the frequent power cuts that are now experienced in Malawi
are having a negative impad on industrial output and on daonestic services.
By the yea 2000, an insignificant segment (abou 4 per cent) of the
popuationin Malawi was conreded to eledricity. Malawians deserve better
than this.

Two o the major problems that cdl for urgent attention are the
inadequacy of the cgpadty that is available to med our nationa demands
and the very low efficiency levels at which Maawi’s therma stations are
run. The problems are made worse by the fad that the avallability of the
current cgpadty is not only inadequate, as dated above, bu aso irregular
and unpedictable. The latter is mainly due to such fadors as lad of trained
human capital to maintain and servicethe aging generating plants, the age of
the generating madines, a poa spares inventor, and sedimentation at Nkula
Falls.

24.3.2 The NDA’s Commitment. An NDA government will enhance the
energy generation cgpadty by:

» developing domestic techndogicd capadty required for the dficient
install ations and maintenance of hydropower generating plants;

* promoting the standardisation d the power plants procured in order
to faalit ate eay procurements of spare parts;

» ensuring that the two modues, the cgadty of ead of which is 64
MW, are installed at Kapichira in order to complete the Kapichira
projed;

» promoting the development of such paentia sitesfor:

» hydropower generation as at Matope and Zalewa,

= micro a mini hydropower low heal generation as in the foathill
of our mourtains and in highland areas where such schemes are
feasible; and

* expanding the instalation d hydropower generation fadlities in
other sites where the balance of environmental and enamic
considerationsis favourable.

The NDA shall encourage ESCOM to ensure that its diesel generating sets

and the two Jet Engines in Blantyre ae maintained in a state of repair in
order to asaure badk-up pover in times of crisis as currently experienced.
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Regarding the inefficiency of our therma stations, an NDA government
shall:

 promote and encourage methods that improve the dficiency of
thermal install ations and reduce the transmisson losses,

* ensure that the hydropower generation fadlities are nstantly
serviced and that a good spares inventory is maintained,

* in consultations with farmers and the ESCOM, fadlit ate provision d
incentives aimed a encouraging farmers to construct soil
conservation measures required to stop soil erosion in the upper
readies of rivers that feed the dams in arder to prevent siltation a
sedimentation d the dams,

* incresse awareness of the eonamic and other benefits of energy
efficiency.

24.4 Fuelwood and Charcoad

24.4.1 Current Situation. The national forest resources are being rapidly
depleted dwe to heary reliance on fuelwood and charcoal as urces of energy
by the majority of the rural people axd the urban midde and low-income
groups. The cnsequences of deforestation have been spelt out above under
forests. Methods such as eath kilns employed to produce darcoa are very
inefficient and waste alot of wood.

24.4.2 The NDA Commitment. An NDA government shall, among other
things:

* maintain a domestic techndogicd cgpadty required for sustaining the
eoonamic and social benefits that acaue from sustainable utili sation o
national forests;

» ensure that the adual area under forest in Maawi is established,
preferably by satellit e resources evaluation technique;

* enable the nation to maximise the eonamic and social benefits
enjoyed from forests in a sustainable way;

» tadle caises of deforestation;

* ensure that the dficiency of produwing charcoal from wood is
increased;

* promote studies amed at asessng the dfeds of replaang indigenouws
forests with ather types of forests on the environmental and el ogicd
balance

* intensify aff orestation and re-aff orestation rogrammes;

» promote the planting of fast-growing spedes of plants, and o those
with improved hiomassyields and high cdorific value;

* ensure avallability of tree seedlings on a @mntinuows basis as oppcsed
to ore speda day in ayea, by encouraging farmers and/or traditi onal
leaders as additional suppliers of the treesedllings;

* promote and encourage increasing manufadure of charcoa briquettes
from sawdust and ather organic wastes,
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24.3

25.0 LAND

Our birthright

» promote the more prodictive use of existing agricultural land and the
identification d alternatives for people on the margins of forests to
unsustainable exploitation d forest resources.

Other Energy Resources

24.3.1 Current Situation. The non-conventional forms of energy for which
tecdhndogies are avallable in the world include solar energy, biogas, wind,
wave, tide, acohd and niwclea energy. Solar phaovdtaic systems, solar
thermal systems, and kogas are some of the techndogies used bu to a very
limited extent. The Uranium deposits known to abound at Kayerekera in
Chitipa District have not yet been exploited for power production.

It has been establi shed that the national mean radiation for Malawi is 5.86
kilowatts hous per square metre per day and assssnent of the most
favourable and least favourable zones for solar phaovdtaic and phdo-
therma devices has been made. However, Maawi uses a smal and wery
insignificant part of the total solar energy, and noconcerted effort has been
made to suppat the adaptation to locd condtions and use of techndogies for
biogas. The NDA strongly believes that improvements in renewable energy
tedindogies, whether in devices for conversion a utilisation, can lead to
gred benefit to more of the predominantly rural popuations.

24.3.2 The NDA Commitment. An NDA government shall:

» develop locd techndogicd cgpadty and institutional infrastructure
required for the promotion d efficient utili sation d techndogies for
renewable energies;

» undertake adetaled survey of wind and solar regimes, quantifying
and asessng them for their potential as a source of locd energy and
how best to utili se them;

* encourage the improvement in the design of solar-powered systems
and the greaer use of locad materialsin arder to reduce @sts;

* encourage and suppat the development of anaeobic microbiology
for enhancing biogas g/stems with indigenous feedstock, examining
the dfedive use of locd baderia and their particular environment.

25.1 TheNDA commitment
The NDA reagnises land as one of Maawi’s most important natural assets. On assuming
the reins of government, therefore, the NDA will:
* review the arrent land pdicy as a preaursor to:
» ensuring that the utili sation d such an important asset isin consonancewith the
NDA'’s desire that it be utili sed for the benefit of all present and future dtizens
of this courtry,

65



25.0

» ascetaining if the land pdicy presently in force guarantees the long-term
interests of indigenous Malawians and caters for the landless

encourage those who have large trads of land to sell unused land to government

for alocaionto needy Maawians;

investigate to establish the ectent to which land alocaion in the urban aress,

particularly in prime aeas, and elsewhere has been above board;

weigh the merits and demerits of repeding laws that do nd accommodate the

transfer of titles;

ensure that utili sation d land is efficient and sustainable;

utili se the provision undx sedion 282) of the Congtitution d the Repulic of

Malawi as a basis to negotiate for the repassesson, with a fair compensation, land

that isleft idle;

redl ocate transparently and equitably the repossessed land to al needy Maawians

irrespedive of their paliti cd affili ation;

encourage and suppat the Malawians to whom the land has been relocaed to

maximise the eonanmic utili sation d the land ona sustainable basis;

ensure that land appli cations are processed expeditiously for approval.

SOCIAL WELFARE
Caring Community

25.1 Current Situation. In 1999the UDF pledged that all vulnerable groups in
our society, including the aged, the orphans, the destitute, those with disabiliti es, and
those in poa hedth, would be given oppatunities to be productive and self-reliant.
They have not delivered onthis pledge. The UDF pledged further that they would
increase acces of the vulnerable groups to hedth services, encourage their
participation in dedsion-making, and promote the welfare of the aged by providing
them with financial assstance to start income generating adivities. The UDF have
falled also to deliver onthis pledge.

There ae orphans and ahers that are destitute who go about in ou cities begging.
The UDF government has dore nothing to assst them. There ae Maawians who,
after serving their nation loyaly, are now suffering, in their retirement, from the
burden of abjeda powverty. The UDF government is oblivious to their plight. The
government does not appea to subscribe to the fad that the provision d adequate
pensions in dd age, particularly in an environment of ever skyrocketing prices of
goods, is moraly right for governments to consider. The UDF government has in
thisresped credaed powerty, growing inequality and widespreal inseaurity.

The NDA believes that the welfare of state pensioners $oud be mnsidered any
time the wages or salaries of civil servants are revised upwards in line with
prevaili ng prices. Pensioners deserve decency and resped.

25.2ZThe NDA commitment:
25.2.1 Children: The NDA will:
* suppat organised centres deding with dsadvantaged children
to ensure that they provide alequate, safe and seaure premises
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25.2.2

25.2.3

25.2.4

as well as appropriate training for the cildren, and monitor
them to ensure that all programmes have the am of developing
the children into useful adults;

* implement the terms of the United Nations Convention onthe
Rights of the Child.

People With Disabilities. The NDA suppats the right of people
with dsabiliti es to live, work or study in an environment freefrom
discrimination and in an atmosphere that is condwive to
redisation d their full potential. It isin this context that an NDA
government will:

* ad to provide an accessble, suppative leaning and work
environment for people with dsabiliti es;

* make provision, within limits of available resources, for the
spedal nedls of people with dsability;

* encourage and assst Malawians to develop skill s to help med
the social and leaning neals of people with dsabiliti es;

* resped people's rights of confidentiality with resped to their
disability;

* employ trained social welfare personnel to be stationed in all
strategic centres within the district assemblies, in order to
monitor and provide social needs for the ajed, aphans, and
people with leaning disabiliti es;

» establish a comprehensive padlicy for the people with leaning
disabiliti es and shall establish the number of such people and
their whereabous; and

» provide increased suppat to NGOs that are invaved in the
care of people with disabiliti es, emphasising capadty building;

Pensioners: We, in the NDA, appredate the fad that pensioners,

like the rest of us, have suffered from the inflation and the

depredation d the Malawi Kwacda experienced duing the past 10

yeas. An NDA government will , therefore, asgst pensioners by:

* increasing the basic state pension at least in line with inflation;

* encouraging thase anployed to save for retirement;

e providing training to pensioners in entrepreneurship so that
they may be self-employed and, therefore, self-reliant;

Retrenched Personnel: The NDA will restructure and empower
National Employment Courrcils to implement training, retraining
and redeployment programmes for those retrenched, and to provide
training and capital based asgstance for new self-employment,
enterprise aedion, and for employment in existing enterprise
employment schemes.
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25.2.5 Orphansand The Aged: An NDA government will employ trained
social welfare personrel to be stationed in all strategic centres
within the district assemblies, in order to monitor and provide
socia needs for the aged and aphans. Within limits of available
resources and in partnership with the private sedor, the NDA
government shall develop services for the aged, espedally those
designed to help:

» old peopleto continue living in their own hames,
* those who can no longer do so with the provison o
aceommodation that off ers comfort and a homely atmosphere.

An NDA government shall also ensure that:

o al orphans,
» grow upin ahedthy family withou being subjeded toill -
treagment;

> irrespedive of their gender, age or ability to pay, are dle
to accesseducation, leit primary or otherwise,
» child-headed howsehdds are suppated,
» the orphans right to their inherited property is proteded urtil
they read adulthood,
* extended families and communities caing for orphans are
suppated and empowered with skill s and services.

25.3 General: An NDA government will take paositive steps to encourage dl
people to live fredy and to see&k employment oppatunities regardless of
impairment o, r disability, and will endeavour to ensure their accessto any
benefit provided by the government. The am of the NDA government will
be to provide amore dfedive safety net for the disadvantaged and to widen
oppatunities. The NDA will:

e initiate acomprehensive review of the welfare system to buld a new
framework for welfare and oppatunity;

*  establish a caing community of Malawians in which vunerable people
shal receve humane dtention and the spirit of self-help shall be
rekinded.

26.0 THE YOUTH
Theme:  Youth development to create future leaders

26.1 Current Situation

The UDF has failed to creae employment oppatunities. This has led, among other
things, to too many of our young people being unemployed, living with no hog for
their future. Because of the paucity of employment oppatunities, many youths are
forced to be dependent on their parents for their basic needs. Schod-leavers end up,
a best, as dred vendas and, at worst, as thieves or Young Democrats that are used
astodlsfor the perpetration d terror, violence and pditi cd harassment.
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26.2 NDA’s Commitment:

NDA is committed to empower
the youh to pay more
constructive roles in  socio-
econamic development instead of
being tods for perpetration o
terror violence ad pditicd

harasament.
NDA will:
 enlist yourg,
unemployed people to
undertake work
assgnments in various
fields, including

agricultural  sciences,
computing, eledronics,

motor vehicle
medhanics, capentry,
wielding and

fabrication, kricklaying,
seaetarial training, art,
and sports as part of a
national renstruction
programme;

offer young people high-quality education and training;

foster establishments of Youth in Development Associations through
which the potential of our yourg people shall be tapped for socio-
econamic devel opment;

put in place anational recnstruction pogramme that shall enable
yourg, uremployed Maawians to uncdertake work assgnments for a
spedfic period;

give graduates from the vocaiona centres ome financial suppat to
start enterprises;

establi sh aloan scheme for the youth to develop agro-businessindustry;
encourage the micro-econamic lending institutions to offer assstanceto
those interested in trade or self-employment;

ensure that courses and programmes are provided in educational
ingtitutions to incul cate disciplined behaviour into the youth so that they
do nd become amenaceto society;

ensure that any youth in a job will have the right to study on an
approved course for qualificaions at an approved coll ege;

encourage locd assmblies to provide more reaedional parks, youth
centres, and aher fadlities in order to keg the youth meaningfully
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occupied and away from mischievous behaviour that deters them from
developing into resporsible dtizens;

* ensure that young people lean their rights and resporsibiliti es, with
citizenship classes in every schod and parenting classes for yourg
adults;

* ensure that the youth are represented in appropriate dedsion-making
structures,

* ensure that young people ae represented on bodes that espeaaly
concern them;

* inculcae into the youth a high spirit of patriotism, self-reliance and
sportsmanship.

27.0 GENDER
Theme: Greater role for women in decision-making and development

27.1 Current Situation

Women represent 51 per cent of Malawi’s human popuation. They play significant
roles in all spheres of ecnamic and socia life and make vital contributions to
household welfare. And yet the women'’s voice has nat been sufficiently recognised
in government and legislation. Currently women constitute only 12.1 per cent of
cabinet ministers, 8.3 mr cent of members of parliament and 8.8 @ cent of
courcillors. To the NDA, this is unaccetable. In the light of their important
contributions to national development, the women shoud na suffer lack of accessto
productive assts and essential social services.

NDA will uplift the status of women
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27.2NDA’s Commitment: On asauming the reins of power, therefore, the NDA

will:

ensure that al gender perspedives are mainstreamed in al development

palicies and programmes;

promote gender equality, incresse the representation d women in

government dedsiorn-making structures from current levels, and strengthen

their participation in socio-ecnamic adivities,

work in close aociation with women’s groups and associations to promote

the well-being of women bah in rural and uban aress;

ensure that the department of women affairs in government is all ocated

adequate financial and material resources in order to ensure that al spedal

needs of the women are adequately catered for acossall sedors;

ensure that in efforts to promote industrial development,

» female-owned enterprises receve expanded accessto credit,

» female entrepreneurial initiatives are suppated, and

» women with sound investment propcsals are adgsted to venture into
businessand/or self-employment;

provide loans to women for income generating adivities withou

discrimination;

expand girls' accessto educaional and seaurity institutions

28.0 PROMOTING ARTS, CULT URE AND SPORTS

The NDA believes that the ats, culture and sport are ceantra to the task of reaeding the
sense of community, identity and civic pride that defines any courtry. When well
developed, art, sport and leisure ae vita to a quality of life and to econamic development.
Past administrations attached noimportanceto the role played by arts and culture in helping
to crede a ¢vic society and contribute to national econamic development. In ather courtries
that have developed their thedres and art galeries, art and culture ae significant eaners,
attrading tourists and creaing employment oppatuniti es for many people.

28.1 TheNDA’sCommitment: An NDA government will:

* re-equip the museum of Malawi with more items and artefads depicting
Malawian cultures;

* establish a National Heritage Fund to help preserve historic buildings
and artistic treasures for the nation;

* set up aNationa Endowment for Science and the Arts (NESTA) to be
funded by:

> thelottery and
> artists that have benefited from the ats and are willi ng to suppat
yourg talent through their doretions,
and charge it with the resporsibility of sporsoring yourg talent;

» promote the establishment of cultural vill ages in ead region to attrad
tourists, and thereby creding employment oppatunities to locd
communiti es;

* encourage and suppat indigenous musicians, playwrights, and cultural

group;
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establish a Speda Sports Development Fund to be used for the
promotion d sports through the education system;

restructure the Football Association d Malawi in order to improve
footbal administration in the @urtry and revive Malawi glory in this
sport;

in partnership with the private sector, develop a improve sports
infrastructure to med current international standards;

suppat sporting excdlence
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